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CHAPTER I 
THE COMIC BOOK PROBLEM 
For t h e past several years much has been said and written 
about comic books. The murmur can b e heard ru~bling from 
subway to airway. Some h old t h em up as the great menace to 
mankind in our times--a sort of delayed action atomic t e r mite 
that will eventually des troy a child phys ically , mentally, 
mora lly, and emotional l y and will one day cause t h at child to 
bec ome a r aving , sinister, Frankensteinish monster, denuded 
of any moral obligation and c apabl e of u ltra-heinous acts 
undreamed of e ven in t his barbaric e ra of cold war and 
super-science. 
Others tell us that comic book s a re p erfe ctly natural 
and are in n10st r espects helpful to ch ild ren rather t h a n 
harmful. They cl aim that most comics are entert a ining and 
enjoyable, t hat they p rovide t he ch i ldren with amusin g storie s 
of animals, wi t h modern fa iry t a l es , and wi t h t h e triumph of 
g ood over evil. 
A brief history of t he comic bbok and it s predeces s or 
may help cl arify t he comic book story, but t he s tatements of 
the experts and t he findirgs of p r e vious surveys serve only 
t o cloud t he problem. For nowher e do the experts agree except 
t hat the comic books are here and are wi dely read by young 
and old . 
L- ----······· - 1 
=---~----
The picture story is probably the e.arliest written form 
of communication between the rational animal, and from all 
I 
accounts it is still the most pleasing, if not the co:rr.monest, i1 
form of communication. We have only to note the trends of 
the American people to find our proof. The motion picture 
and the comi c magazine, both placing great emphasis on the 
picture, are the chief forms of entertainment for a vast 
majority of the people. One Boston theater has proclaimed 
that during the week of Febrl.:tary 14, 1949, the feature pic-
ture played before more than ninety thousand persons. It 
is a well knovvn fact that the comics sell more t han fifteen 
million magazines monthly~ that each magazine has several 
readers, and that thirty-seven per cent of the readers are 
eighteen years of age or older. 2 
·I 
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All ages of mankind have left their history in pictorial il 
II form from pre-historic man down to the G. I.'s of the past 
war. Pre ice-age man has left his crude drawings of a 
buffalo hunt on the walls of a cav e in Cogul, Spain. 3 
Tablets f ound in Egypt •. record life along the Nile; the 
stories of rulers, of hunts, and of conquests. The Romans 
il 
it 
I 
I' 
I 1Hecht, George .r., "How Much of a Menace · are the Comics?" l 
School and Societv, Vol. 54, p. 436, November, 1944. 
2zorbaugh, Harvey, "The Comics, There They Stand:; 11 ~~~ 
.Journal~ Educational Sociology, Vol. 18, p. 196-203, 1 
December, 1944 . !/ 
3Gaines, M. C., 11 Ns.rrative Illustration--The Story of ·
1 
the Comics," · Print: 'A Q-uarterly .Journal of the Grpphic Arts, · 
p. 8 Summer 1942. 
2 
showed their adeptnes s with pictures. Nor during the Dark 
Ages did the people for get the picture st ory. The tapes-
tries bear this out. 
With the advent of printing in the Fifteenth Century, 
bookblock s appeared which t old stories without words. Later 
the balloon with words was added as a fill-in and to attract 
more appeal. As printing developed, so also did those 
famous caricaturists, George Cruikshank, Thomas Bowlandson, 
and Gustave Dore. Then, as now, the favorite subject · o:r 
cartoonists was 'politi(}al fi gures. 
As such, the comic strip r eally came into being with 
R. F. Autcault's bra in child, t he "Yellow Kid," which 
appeared in the 11 New York World" in the year 1894. Others 
followed before the turn of the c entury : Fred Opper, with 
·-
"Happy Hooligan, 11 and Rudolph Dirks with "The Katzenjammer 
Kids," which probably has enjoyed the greatest run for it 
is still amusing r eaders. 
In 1911 a compilation of Bud Fisher's. Newspaper strip, 
"Mutt and Jeff," was publi shed in book form and offered as 
a premium to newspaper subscribers.4 Although it met with 
success, the plan was not pushed. It was not until 1933 
that the publishers b egan to exploit the field with 
"Funnies on Parade." 
4 
Weller, Hayden, · 11 The . First Comic Book," Journal of 
Educational Sociology, Vol. 18, p. 195, December, 1944:-, 
--11 
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At this time the first book to be offered for sale was 
produced . "Famous Funnies 11 was sold t h rough t h e chain stores 
and later on t h e news stands. Others were soon to follow. 
The first orig inal work , 11 Fun, 11 was brought out in 1935. 
In 1 938 the comics came of age with the advent of 
"Superman ." So gr eat wa s his success and so great was his 
app eal t hat many other super charact e rs were i~~ediately con-
jured up to answer the need of young A..meri c a: "Batman," 
Captain Ameri ca, 11 "Wonder Woman," and countless others until 
today the comics dominate any and all news stands and ma ga zine 
count ers . Many organizations have used and a re using the 
comic format to expound their theories and views, from the 
C. I. 0. to the church organizations. 
For better or worse comic books are here to stay . We 
need only l ook at t he ir sales. Their appeal is not restricted 
to children alone. 5 On army posts during t4e war, comic maga-
zines outsold the t hre e best sellers--Reader's Digest, Saturday 
EveninP, Post , and Life at a ratio of ten to one . Proof of 
their universality may be found in the fact that Mussolini 
banned all A..mer:i.can comics except Mi ck ey Mouse which he greatly 
enjoyed. On the other side of the world the J;apanese, always 
qu ick to capitalize on a successful p roposition, organized the 
"Greater As1.a Comic Strip 11 in an attempt to bolster the 
fighting s p irit. 
511 Com1· c Culture, 11 T1·me 11" • V 1 XLIV 87 ~agaz1ne, o • , p. , 
December 18, 1944. 
4 
i 
Picture stories from t h e Bible have been used in more 
than three thousand Protestant Sunday Schools. More recently 
the Catholic Church has been publishing comics for distribu- / 
tion t o her ' children. 
Comics have l ong been crit~ and praised. In 
Massachusetts, plans have been made for a State Cowmittee to 
supervise the selection of comic books which would b e allowed 
for sale. Other sections of the country have resorted to 
· public burnings. 
' 
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CHAPTER II 
CRITICISMS OF THE AUTHORITIES 
The authorities offer contrasting views on comic books: 
It is time the amazing cu_ltural phenomenon 
of the growth of comics is subjected to a 
dispassionate scrutiny. Somewhere between 
vituperation and compl acency must be found 
a road to the understanding and use of this 
great new medium of communic ation and social 
influence. For the comi cs are here to stay.1 
1~ Gruenberg advises that: 
The comics deserve the serious consideration 
of statesmen, educators, politicians, pub-
lishers, psychologists, and sociologists, for 
they reflect what millions are t h inking about, 
what they want, what they fear, and how th~y 
feel about matters of social significance. 
Others feel differently on the subject: 
Virtually every child in America is reading color 
comic magazines, a poisonous mushroom growth of 
the last two years. Ten million of ' these sex 
horror serials are so1d every month. One million 
dollars are taken from the pockets of American 
children in exchange for graphic insanity. The 
old dime novel in which an occasional Redskin bit 
the dust were classic literature compared to ' the 
sadistic drivel pouting from the press today. · 
Badly drawn, badly written, and badly .printed, · a 
strain on young eyes and young nervous systems, 
the effect of these pulp-paper nightma1"es is t hat 
of a violent stimulant. Their crude blacks and 
reds spoil a childrs sense of color; their hypo-
dermic ·"tnjection. of sex and murder make the 
1zorbough, Harvey, "The Comics--There · They Stand," the 
Journal of Educational Sociology, Vol. 188 , p. 196-203, 
December, 1944 . 
2Gruenberg, Sidonie M., "The Comics as a · social Force," 
Journal of Educational Sociology, Vol. 18, pp.204-213, 
December, 1944. 
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child impatient with better though quieter stories. 
Unless we want a coming generation even more 
ferocious than the present one , parents and 
teachers throughout America must band together to 
break the comic magazine. 
The shame lies largely with the parents who 
don't know and don't car:e ·what their children are 
reading. It lies with the unimaginative teachers 
who force stupid, dull twaddle down eager young 
throats, and, of course, it lies with the com-
pletely immoral publishers of comics, guilty of 
a cultural slaughter of the innocents. 
But the antidote to the comic magazine 
poison can be found in any library or good 
bookstore. The parent who does not acquire 
that antidote for hi~ child is guilty of 
criminal negligence. 
Many distinguished psychologists give us their word 
that comics are valuable for mental health. 
Dr. Lauretta Bender states that "the comic strip is the 
folklore· of the times spontaneously given and received by 
children, serving at the same time as a means of helping 
them solve their individual and sociological problems 
appropriate to their ovm lives. n4 
Several years ago Parents Magazine recognized the comic 
book problem and took positive action. The Erlitors reasoned that 
if the children would read this type of book, a possible 
solution would be to produce a better comic book. This they 
have done with the publication of 11 True Comics" and "Polly 
Pigtails." 
0
North, Sterling , Chicago Dail~ News, May 8, 1940, Book 
Review Section. . 
4Bender, Lauretta, and Lourie, Re gi:t}.ald s., 11The Effect 
of Comic Books on the IdEology of Children,_" The American 
Journal of Orthopsvchiat~, Vol.II, No.3,pp54u=55I,July,1941. 
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May Hill Arbuthnot5 states there are seventy million 
monthly readers of comic books, and that one hund red and 
twenty-five comic books sell twenty million copies monthly. 
As fo r readers, she states that betv>een the a ges of six and 
eleven, ninety-five per cent of the boys are regular readers 
and nine t y -one per cent of the girls. Between the ages of 
eighteen and t h irty-six, forty-one per cent o f the men are 
re gular readers .and twenty - e ight per cent of the women, and 
that of coll ege graduates, sixteen p er cent are readers. 
This authority further state s that when 11 Blondie" of the 
comic strip asked for the n ames for the coming baby, she 
received four hundred t h ous and letters. At this time 
" Superman" work books were used in twenty -five hundred 
clE~:ssrooms . 
Harlan Lewis Harrington 6 found by a study conducted in 
Quincy among fifth and sixth grade pupils that the favorite 
leisure activity of ninety-seven pe r cent of the boys and 
ninety-six per cent of the girls was reading comic books. 
Of the t wenty most popular comic books, none were harmful 
and the 11 less desirable books could be conside red, at t h e 
worst, time ~asting ." 
5Arbuthnot, May Hill, "Children and the Comics," 
Elementary Engli s h Review, Vol. 24, pp . 171-183 , March, 1947. 
6Harrington, Harlan Lewis , 11 Comic Books and the Ch ildren's 
Reading Interests," Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, 1945. 
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It was further discovered that they had little effect on 
the childrenrs reading . 
Mary Katharine Lane7 in her study of the comic book in 
g rades four, five, and six at Ne edham found that of one 
hundred and fifty comic books exan1ined, eleven and three-
tenths per cent contained information related to content 
subjects of the cla s ses . 
Mrs. Gruenberg8 states : 
The comics have been blamed for juvenile 
delinquency , although we have ample evi-
dence that reading even substantial 
quantities of comic books will no more 
lead an emotionally healthy chil d to 
crime and violence than reading 
Shakespeare's trag edies. 
Dr. Thorndike9 in his examination of four comi c books, 
11 Super man , 11 11 Batman," 11 Action Comics," "Detective Comics,n 
found that t he books contained about t en thousand words, each 
book having about one t h ousand d ifferent words; and of the four 
books taken together, there were about three t housand words not 
found in the first thousand words of the Thorndike word list. 
He states that the books were about t he fifth a nd sixth grade 
level; also, that about t wenty pe r cent of the words were 
slang expressions. 
-
7Lane, Mary Katharine, "Educational Value of Comic Books 
at the Elementary Level,n Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, 1 948 . 
8Gruenberg , Sidonie Mat sner, "vVhat About Comic Books ?" 
Woman'~~' September, 1948, p . 47. 
9Thorndike, Robert J., 11Words and t h e Comi cs," Journal 
or Exnerimental Education, Vol. 10, pp . 110-112, December,l94l. 
9 
In view o f the many contradicting statements arising on 
both sides of the question , and sice .each side had strong 
support, the author attempted to f ind out for himself the 
answer to the perp l e xing comic book p roblem. 
It i s not t h e purpose o f t he au thor to t ake sid e s but 
merely to s how wh a t he found out abou t the comic book p ro-
blem by first preparing a questionnaire, submitting it to 
over seven hundred and eighty junior h i gh students in t wenty-
nine different schools in t he g r eater Boston area ; a nd 
secondly, by preparing a check list and submitting it to 
one hundred a n d forty-seven tea chers in forty-eight different 
schools in the Gr e ater Boston are a . 
-·, 
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CHAPTER III 
STUDY OF COivTIC BOOKS I N CERTAIN JUNIO R HIGH S CHOOLS 
It was believed that in order to arrive at a worth-
while, val i d re sult , both t eacher s and pu p il s s h ould be 
questioned about comic book s . With this in mind, a check 
sheeJwas prepar ed for te a chers and a questionnaire2 pre-
pared for students. 
The che ck sheet wa s divided into two parts; Part One, 
dealing with the practice o f the t eacher, an d Part Two, 
dealing; with t he tea cher's belief. While t he t wo are closely 
allied, and in many c ases the belief determines, to a larg e 
extent, the practice, it was felt t hat the d i s tinct i on be-
tween t he two was wide enough to warrant separation. 
Thu s , t he t eacher' s check li s t, consi s ting o f t wo pages, 
was derived. The first page , containing eighteen sta teme n ts 
on current ind ividual practice was answerable in three 
c a tegorie s : 
(0) Often (S) Sometimes (N) Never 
The · second page answe r ab l e in three c a tegories : 
( Y ) Yes ( S ) Some times ( N ) No 
con s i s t ed of twenty-four statements which determined the 
individual's belie f about comic books. 
1
see Appen d i x , Page 153. 
2 Ibid~ Page 152. 
0 
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This check list was sent to one hundred and forty-seven 
tea&> ers in f orty-eight different tovms. One hundred and 
t h irty -two were returned , making the returns 91.03 per cent. 
Many returns were accompanied by a letter expressing a ke en 
int erest in t he p ro ject and offering any additiona.l help 
t hat might be des ired. 
The Student Questionnaire con s ist ed o f one page con-
taininG ei ~hteen statements answerable: 
{Y) Yes (S) Sometimes (N) No. 
It further cont a ined blanks for names , age, sex, school, 
town , gr ade , mar ks in En gli sh , History, Ge o graphy , Conduct, 
father's occupat ion, number of comic books read per month, 
and five books l iked best. 
Thus, by cross referen ce, the ques t ionnaire d e t e rmined 
numbe r and percent af:S eS o f books r ead by age, sex, ms.rk , town, 
and father's oc cupation . 
It further obtained the cllildren 1 s slant on comic books. 
The auestionnaire was then sent to twenty-eight sch ool 
systems. 'rhe resnonse was mo s t hP.art ening ; for whil e sev en 
hundred and eighty papers we r e s nnt out, eight hund:eed and 
ninety-seven were returned, making a return of 115 per cent 
which is more than theoretical n erfection. All t eachers 
ex-pressed a vvi l lingness to he l p , and t wo were s o enthusiastic 
that they typ ed u p m.ore form s , d istrib-uted t h em to additional 
classes, and included t h ese nages in the return envelope. Th e 
... _. . .:i.2 
author is most grateful for this interest and additional 
information. It was not origin a lly p l anned to include the 
ninth g r ade i n t h is survey, but when t e achers vo luntarily 
includ e d these g r ade s, it was decided t o incorpora te this 
information . Th r ee ninth gr ade classes we r e polled , a n d 
whi le t h e s e are not enough for a b s olute c e rtitude , they are 
a g ood ind ication of other ninth g rades sinc e these t h ree 
c lasses f ollow t he pattern se t u u by the seventh and eighth 
g r a de s . 
Before t he pau ers were .put in f ina l form and sent out , 
tri a l forms were mad e up and sent to f ive c arefull y c h osen 
\ t eac h ers accom~-::l anied by a letter r eque sting them to fi ll 
out the :Torms and c riticize or alter t hem in any way . They 
were f urtb.er requested to d.istribute t he Stud ent Quest ionna ire 
to c l asses . t o be filled out , a n d in turn, to be critici z ed 
by the students . Thus many d i f f icul 't i e s vvere ironed out 
and many i mpr ovements were i n coru orated . 
These f ive t eacher s and t heir cl a ss es were extreme l y 
h elpful to the 9.uthor , and he wi shes to t hank t hem for t1J.e ir 
sugge stions and help . 
In c omp il in~ t h e r e sult s , the papers were fi rst d ivid ed 
by g rad e; s e v en , e i g;ht , and n lne ; then , by s ex . Thus , eac h 
class was t a bu l 2.ted a cc o r d ing to t he numbe r of books read 
by sex , a ge , sub iec t mar ks , and conduct mark s . 
All avera~es were computed by div i d ing t he Dlli~ber of 
books read by the number of pu p il s in any particular c las s i-
fi c at ion. No percent age s were co1:1.puted froE1 pe rc entage s bu.t 
from orig i nal v.rh ole numbers of books a n d pu n ils. Wh ile t h is 
p r a c t ic e was more time consuming , it is much more a c cura.te . 
Ivlore t han sixty-four hundred percent age c a lculations we r e 
re qui red . 
So that a meaningful order mi ght be established , sch ools 
were li s t ed i n orde r f ro.m t h e lowest to t he highest number 
of comic books read n er mon t h . 
The t abulation accord ing to f ather 's occunation , and the 
li s ting o f five b ooks liked best was ma d e f or t he '.'Vhole g roup . 
The children were re quested to ind ica te t h e marks re-
ceived on the previous report c a rd in History, English, 
Ge ography , and Conduct. Since Hi s tory , En glish , and Ge o g r aphy 
are usually cons idered t he Socia l S tud ies, the marks of these 
three subjects were av0raged together and a ppear in t he tables 
under t he title, " Subject Marks ." The Conduct marks were also 
averaged and a np e a r in the tabl e s under t h e title , "Conduct 
I'/la r ks .n Th ese averages a re arith..metic means. 
T 
Grade Seven 
Cochituate 
Edgartown 
Framingham 
Gloucester 
Newton 
Oak ·Bluffs 
TOViNS OR CITIES INCLUDED IN 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRESUHVEY 
Grade Eight 
Brockton 
Concord 
Dedham 
Melrose 
Natick 
Newtonville 
Pav1tucket, R.I. Reading 
Pepperell 
Quincy 
Sherborn 
Somerville 
Sudbury 
Weston 
Woburn 
Grade Nine 
Medford 
Somerville 
Sharon 
Somerville 
Tisbury 
Wayland 
Wellesley 
Winthrop 
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I 
.I 
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II 
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TABLE I 
Totals 
Average Number Qf Comic Books ~ Per Month 
27 Schools; 896 Pupils 
Boys Girls Total 
Grade 7 23.79 25.86 24.71 
Grade 8 10.88 9.99 10.46 
Grade 9 10.02 5.55 8.08 
--
(All Tabulations Are In Percentages) 
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I! 
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·I 
I 
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I I I· I TABLE II I; • 
I Grade 7 · 
r 
·I 
I 
Totals I I. 
14 Schools; 397 Pupil~ il I II 
.I 
II 
Average Number of Comic Books Read Per Month II 
----
II 
I 
Boys Girls Totals 
23 , 79 25. 86 24.71 
11 2 .0 5~5 4.33 I 12 23 ~6 24~ 8 24.22 
I By 13 22 ~5 25~6 · 23.86 
Ages l4 26~6 20~19 2 4 . 28 I· 15 19 ~0 46.5 35~ 92 I 16 10.0 10.00 I 
II 
A 16.8 21~72 19.71 I 
B:y Sub- B 30~37 23.22 26.72 
II 
g·e.ct c 21. 95 23 . 83 22 .72 Marks D 18.32 30 . 44 21.52 
II I 
I 
I 
A 28.7 31~5 30.29 I Ba con- B 23 . 23 16~7 20.55 
I. 
uct c 30.1 18~6 26.43 I Marks D 29 .0 3 0.13 29 .57 II 
I 
I! 
11 
I II ,j 
I II 
II 
r- 'i I 
r II 
II li 
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TABLE III 
Grade 7 
Average Number of Comic Books Read Per Month 
, 
City or Town Boys Girls Total 
Weston 10.77 2.1 7.0 
Sudbury 6.06 8.16 7.04 
Sherborn 8.72 2.75 7.14 
Framingham 18.54 8.22 13.4 
Glou,cester 16.26 12.0 14.18 
Newton 17.9 11 •. 1 15.28 
·Quincy 17.57 17.22 17.42 
Pepperell 13.0 24.2 17.48 
Edgartown 19.42 13.7 17.72 
Cochituate 44.5 18.9 29.1 
Pawtucket, R. I. 32.0 40.6 35.65 
Woburn 32.9 45.2 37.27 
Somerville 18.05 55.6 37.49 
Oak Bluffs 83.0 62.9 73.4 
TOTAL 23.79 25.86 24.71 
I II 
I I I=. ====FI ======================-=·~-~~==~~====~il===--~ 
I !I 
II 
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TABLE IV 
Grade 7 I 
~Boysl I Number of Comic Books Read Per Month !?:I. Age 
Jity or Town 11 1 2 13 14 15 16 
Jiles ton 2 .0 7.5 9.85 2.0 50.0 ---
~udbury 
---
7.2 5. 37 6.0 
--- ---
Sherborn 
---
6 .75 10.5 6.0 
--- ---
F'ramingham 
---
26. 37 1 2 . 2 13 .0 
--- ---
P.1oucester --- 18 .7 1 0 . 4 34 .0 --- ---
~ewton --- 16.0 21.6 1-'7 .3 --- ---
~uincy --- 1 8 .7 17.7 6 .0 --- ---
:Pepperell --- 3 .87 12.2 38.2 --- ---
Ed gartown --- 31.5 10.0 21. 8 --- ---
Coch i t u a t e 
---
76.7 12. 2 
--- --- ---
Pawtuck e t , R.I. 
---
26.0 70. 36 33 .0 10.0 10.0 
~oburn 
---
49 . 9 25.5 9 .0 
--- ---
Somerville 
---
27.8 13.1 12 . 5 5. 0 
---
Oak Bluffs 
---
27.8 83.7 25 .0 20.0 
--- I 
TOTALS 2.0 23 .6 22 . 5 26 . 6 19 . 0 10.0 
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I! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
11 
II 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
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I 
I 
Number of Comic 
-
City or Town 11 
Weston 3 .0 
Sudbu r y 
---
Sherborn 
---
Framingham 
---
Gloucester 
---
Newton 
---
Qu i ncy 8.0 
Pepper ell 
---
Edg art own 
---
Cocb ituate 
---
Pawt u ck et, R. I . 
---
Wobur n 
---
Somervi lle 
---
Oalr Bluff s 
---
TOTALS 5.5 
TABLE V 
Grade 7 
Book s Re a d Per Mon th }2J: Age ( Girls) 
12 13 14 15 16 
1.8 2 . 3 2 .0 
--- ---
12 .5 6 . 3 
--- --- ---
3.0 2. 5 
--- --- ---
8.25 9. 3 6.5 
--- ---
17.5 8. 8 15 .0 
--- . ---
11.1 --.- --- --- ---
7.5 
---
36 . 5 
--- ---
36. 2 17.4 10.0 
--- ---
20.0 11.5 5.0 25.0 
---
47.5 29.7 o.o 
--- ---
100.0 38.1 3 .0 41. 6 
---
53.7 8.0 3.0 65.0 
---
51. 6 53 .0 57. 5 o.o 
---
16.0 82 .8 6.0 78.5 
---
24 .8 25 . 6 20.19 46. 5 
---
' 
.. 
' 
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.I 
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I! 
I 
I' d 
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I 
I 
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TABLE VI 
Grade 
..:L 
Number of Comic Books Read ~ Month ~ Marks (Boys) 
I 
I 
City or Town A B c D 
Weston 6.0 7.5 10.6 13.5 I 
Sudbury 11.0 3.7 6.5 6.5 II 
Sherborn 8.5 4.0 6.5 20.0 
Framingham 
---
9.8 26.8 
---
Gloucester 
---
20.6 10.0 37.0 
Newton 15.0 5.0 17.0 20.6 
Quincy 2.5 12.3 25.4 27.5 
Pepperell 4.6 6.2 24.0 
---
Edgartown 15.0 18.6 21.6 30.0 
Cochituate 
---
83.0 6.0 
---
Pawtucket, R. I. 10.0 38.5 45.0 
---
I Wqburn 29.0 15.5 52.7 13.0 
I Somerville 29.8 13.8 10.7 
---
Oak Bluffs 28.3 124.3 20.0 
---
TOTAL 16.8 30.37 21.95 18.32 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
TABLE VII 
Grade 7 
Number of C.omic Books Read Per Month Ex. Marks (Girls) 
City or Town A B c D 
Weston 3.0 1.0 2.2 5.0 
Sudbury · 30.0 4 ".5 8.6 
---
Sherborn 3.0 2.5 3.0 
---
Framingham 2.0 13.7 6.5 
---
Gloucester 
----
14.3 7.8 18.3 
Newton · 3 "~5 26.0 6.3 
---
Quincy 9.0 6.5 8.5 48.6 
Pepperell 
-
33 .0 24.2 15.0 
---
Edgartown 7.5 16.4 17.5 
---
Coch ituate 
---
23.3 14.3 
---
Pawtucket, R. I. 27.6 26.6 
--- ---
Woburn 15.0 10.5 106.0 34.0 
Somerville 43.0 53.2 52.5 
---
Oak Bluffs 25.0 60.8 52.6 
---
TOTALS 21.72 23.22 23.82 30.44 
il 
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TABLE VIII 
Grade '7 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month El, Conduct Ma:r:>k (Boys·:) _ 
City or Tovm A B c D 
Weston lljo,j·--
--- --- ---
Sudbury 5.8 8.3 
--- ---
Sherborn 12.0 11.2 .... --
---
Framingham 11.7 24.0 
--- ---
Gloucester 
---
15.6 13.0 34.0 
Newton 20.0 15.6 
---
21.5 
Quincy 
---
17.1 14.3 35.0 
Pepperell 
--- --- --- ---
Edgartown 
---
21.2 
--- ---
Cochituate 
---
57.3 6.0 
---
Pawtucket, R. I. 21.6 21.8 100 :~0 
---
Woburn 38.2 9.3 20.0 30.3 
Somerville 22.4 15.7 
--- ----
Oak Bluffs 72.5 135.0 
--- ---
TOTAL 28.7 23.23 30.1 29.0 
II 
:j 
II 
lj 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
li 
TABLE IX 
Grade 7 
Number of. Comic Books Read Per Month~ Conduct Mark (Girls) 
City or Town A B c D 
Weston 
--- --- --- ---
Sudbury 9.0 5.3 
--- ---
Sherborn 2.6 3 .0 
--- ---
Framingham 7.2 9.3 10.0 
---
Gloucester 12 .2 11.0 5.0 
---
Newton:· 9.0 2.0 2.0 26.0 
Quincy 
---
7.3 
---
50.3 
Pepperell 
--- --- --- ---
Edgartown 20.0 11.5 
--- ---· 
Cochituate 26 .6 18.6 15.0 5.0 
Pawtu cket, R. I. 4.3 17.6 
--- ---
Woburn 53.7 8 .0 65.0 3.0 
Somerville 48.8 53.5 
--- ---
Oak Bluffs 59.5 28.0 
--- ---
TOTALS 31.5 16.7 18.6 30.43 
By 
Ages 
TABLE X 
Grade 8 
Totals 
13 Schools; 394 Pupils 
.- - .. 
Average Number of Comi c Books Read Per Month 
Boys Girls Totals 
10.88 9.99 10.46 
12 5.66 3.0 5.0 
13 10~31 10~01 10.16 
14 12.88 10~19 11~83 
15 13.08 9.63 11.43 
'- 16 1 .0 ----- 1.o, : 
By Sub- B :· 5~77 10~48 8.48 
{
A 8.78 5.4 6.95 
ject ~c~--------~1~4~.0~2~=========~~9~~~4~o:::::::::::l;2~~.1~8 
Mark =D-· --------~1~4~.3~0~--------~9~·~1~5 __________ ~1~2~.d~~7 
{
A 6.32 7.45 7.02 
By Con- B 9.38 - 7~92 8.66 duct ~c----------~1~2~.~0~0----------~6~~~8~6----------~1~0~.~9~1 
Mark ~o:::::::::::1~2:,.:2~5::::::::::~2:6:.~o~o:::::::::::1~6~.:o~o 
2 5 
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TABLE XI 
Grade 8 
Average Number of Comi c Books Read Per Month 
City or Town Boys Girls Totals 
Concord 4.09 3.32 3.65 
Melrose 4.16 4.16 4.16 
-
Wellesley 7.46 4.25 5.93 
Reading · s -~.76 6.2 6.54 
Dedham 9.06 9.9 9.36 
Brockton 10.5 9 .58 10.04 
Winthrop (A) 10.77 10.26 10.2 
Sharon 18.52 6.5 10.57 
Winthrop (B) 13.0 8.2 10 .6 
Wayland 11.2 11.62 11.45 
Tisbury 12.72 12.86 12.82 
Natick 14.4 14.28 14.32 
Somerville 13.3 24.2 17.8 
Newtonville 21.6 3 .14 20.05 
TOTAL 10.88 9 .99 10.46 
TABLE XII 
Grade 8 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month~ Age (Boys) 
City or Town 
Concord 
Melrose 
Wellesley 
Reading 
Dedham 
Brockton 
Winthrop 
Sharon 
Winthrop 
Wayland 
Tisbury 
Natick 
Somerville 
Newton (Day) 
TOTALS 
.12 
2.0 
7.5 
5.6 
13 
2.3 
4.5 
6.3 
6.0 
8.9 
10.5 
9.5 
20.6 
20.0 
9.7 
12.5 
10.0 
13.3 
29 ';_'7 
10.31 
14 
4.'7 
3.5 
9.0 
7.3 
4.6 
10.6 
12.6 
13.3 
8.3 
15.6 
30.0 
1 6 .5 
13.6 
10.0 
12.88 
15 
5.0 
15.0 
10.0 
31.0 
7.5 
2.0 
8.0 
13.08 
16 
1.0 
1.0 
TABLE XIII 
Grade 8 
Number of Comic Books Read Per ~onth ~~(Girls) 
City or Town 12 13 14 15 16 
Concord 3.2 3.7 0 
Melrose 3.0 5.0 2.0 
Welles ley 3.5 4.6 ---
Reading 6.7 5.0 
Dedham 6.4 16~7 
Brockton 6.4 1.9 1.0 
Winthrop '12.0 2.0 3.0 ---
Sharon 7.3 6.0 3.0 
Winthrop 10.8 4.6 3.0 
Wayland 8.0 6.0 3.0 
Tisbury 17.7 7.5 10 .6 
Natick 16.1 14.1 4.0 
Somerville 33.5 15.5 
Newton (Day) 1.3 4.5 
TOTAL 3.0 10.01 10.19 9.63 
TABLE XIV 
Grade 8 
Number of Comic Books £lead P~r Month £y Subject Marks (Boys) 
City or Town A B c D 
Concord 2.5 2.5 2.5 15.0 
Melrose 3.7 4.7 
--- ---
Wellesley 20.0 1.5 9.1 15.0 
Reading 6.5 4.0 9.3 1.0 
Dedham 15.0 8.4 8.9 12.0 
Brockton 25.5 5.8 13.0 
---
Winthrop . 
---
12.3 12.2 
---
Sharon 
--- --- --- ---
. 
Winthrop 
---
1.6 17.0 13.3 
Wayland .5 5.3 16.6 25.0 
Tisbury 20.0 5.0 11.0 30.0 
Natick 
---
4.5 17.8 10.0 
Somerville 10.3 11.0 21.6 
---
Newton (Day) ...--.,- . 7 .o 26.1 10.0 
' . I 
I 
TOTAL 8.78 - 5.77 14.02 14.3 
'"9 ...;.. 
,:: , L • . 30 
TABLE XV 
Grade 8 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month £y Subject Marks (Girls) 
----
·--- .. ·· 
. 
.\.. 
City or Town A B c D 
Concord 5.0 4.5 3.4 
---
Melrose 2.0 6.3 2.0 
---
Vve11esley 3.5 4 .0 5.0 ---
Reading 
---
4.0 12.0 
---
Dedham 
---
2.6 15.1 
---
Brockton 15.0 11.0 
I 
2.0 
---
Winthrop 2.0 11.0 I 10.2 5.0 
Sharon 
--- --- --- ---
Winthrop . 2.0 7.3 4.6 14.6 
Wayland 9.7 16.1 6.0 
---
Tisbury 8.6 21.0 8.7 5.0 
Natick 
---
11.6 17.2 5.0 
' 
Somerville 11.0 17.0 
--- ---
Newton 2.0 3.6 
--- ---
TOTAL 5.4 10.48 9.4 9.15 
3 :1 
TABLE XVI 
Grade 8 
Number of Comic Books ~Per Month~ Conduct Marks (Boys) 
City or Town A B c D 
Concord 4.2 3.2 8.5 
, . 
Melrose 3.8 4.5 2.0 
Wellesley 7.3 8.6 
---
Reading 7.1 9.7 7.0 
Dedham 7.7 10.7 15.0 9 .6 
Brockton 7.0 1.5 23.3 12.5 
Winthrop 4 '.-5 13.6 5.6 21.0 
Sharon 
Winthrop .6 21.6 5.0 15.0 
Wayland 15.2 2.7 25.0 
Tisbury 3.5 20.2 
Natick 4.5 30.0 20.0 11.0 
Somerville 8.6 13.6 25.0 
Newton (Day) 
TOTAL 6.32 9.38 12.0 12.25 
TABLE XVII 
Grade 8 
Number of Comic Books Read E~r Month £y Condu ct Mark s ( Girls) 
City or Town A B c D 
Concord 3.1 0 
--- ---
Melros e 2.2 9 .0 
--- ---
Wellesley 
---
3 . 2 4 .0 
---
Reading 
---
6. 6 8 .0 
---
Dedham 5. 4 18 . 0 
--- ---
Brock t on 10 .1 6.5 
--- ---
Winthrop 10.0 8 .0 5 .0 
---
Sharon 
. ---
--- --- ---
Winthrop 6 .0 13 .0 3 .0 
---
Way land 11.5 2 . 0 
--- ---
Tisbury 
---
8 . 3 13 . 5 25 .0 
Natick 3 . 0 11. 4 
---
26. 2 
Somerville 9.5 1 6 . 1 
--- ---
Newton (Day ) 
--- --- --- ---
I 
1-' - ·- .. TOTAL 7. 45 7. 92 6.86 26 .00 
-
II 
By 
Ages 
By Sub-
ject 
Marks 
Bv Con-
duct 
Marks 
Grade 9 
Totals 
2 Schools; 105 Pupils 
Average Number of Com; c Books Read Per ~gpnth 
Girls Totals 
10.02 5.55 8.08 
i2~9o -6~47 ~~58 
----------~7r.~2~4-----------. 3~.~~s~ .. 4r---------·~6~.-1~3 
~ ==========1'.~~:-=-~- .;;;.~=0 ~-~--· ----- lb. 5tf 
____ 3~·_.6_0~----------------_-___________ 3~.60 
TABLE' XIX 
Grade g_ 
Average Number 2f. Comic Books Fead PE!.:;: Month 
City or Town Boys Girls Total 
Medford 6.95 5.25 6.46 
Somerville 11.16 5.64 8.8 
(2 classes) 
-· 
TOTAL 10.02 5.55 8.08 
TABLE XX 
Grade 9 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month by Age ( Bo:vV ~- -~ ·- ·~ 
n J~ +..... ,........ rp,...,..,..., 1'%. 1A 1!; 1f) 
Medford 
-----
7.3 6.4 
-----
Somerville 
-----
17.6 7.6 10.3 
TOTAL 
-----
12.90 7.24 10.3 
34 
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TABLE XXI 
Grade 9 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month ~ Age (BoYsJ-
City or Towr: 13 14 15 16 
.. -
... ... -
Medford 
-----
7.3 6.4 
-----
Somerville 
-----
17. 6 7.6 10.3 
TOTALS 
-----
12.90 7.24 10.3 
TABLE XXII 
Grade 9 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month Ex. Subject Mark 
--rB0YU 
City or Tovm A B G .....- D 
Medford 10.3 6.2 23.8 
-----
Somerville 10.3 11. 9 7. 3 20.6 
TOTALS 10. 3 11.0. 26 15.52 20.60 
TABLE XXIII · 
Grade 9 
Number of Comi'c Books Read Per Month by Subject Mark 
--ra:IrrsJ 
City or Town A B c D 
.. • " 
·-
. , 
Medford 4.0 . 6 ·.5 
----- -----
Somerville 5.4 5.3 6.7 
-----
TOTAL 5.01 6.62 6.75 
-----
TABLE XXIV 
Grade 9 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month bv Conduct ~.iTark 
--rBO:vu _ .. 
City or Tovm A B c D 
Medford 3.0 7.3 45.0 3.0 
Somerville 24.0 8.9 7.1 
-----
I 
TOTAL 19.80 8.35 22.9 3.60 
TABLE X.XV 
Grade 9 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month ~ Conduct Mark 
"'TGJrJ:SJ . - -
City or Town 
Medford 
Somerville 
TOTAL 
A 
4.0 
4.8 
4.80 
B c D 
5.4 12.0 
5.2 
5.25 12.00 
Certain trends were definitely established. The most 
pronounced of all being that as children grow older, they 
readf~ver comic books. The seventh grade pupils read more 
t han twice as many comic books as the· eighth grade pupils,. 
wnile the eighth grade pupils read almost twenty per cent 
more comic books than ninth graders. 
Several explanations have been offered to explain this 
f'act. One, mentioned frequently, was that children grow 
out of the comic-book phase about the time they leave junior 
high school • . Another, that children are going through the 
adolescent stage and are developing new interests. Another, 
that their reading habits are maturing away from comic books. 
vVhatever the reason or reasons may be, it is shown that as 
the children grow older, they seem to pass th~ough the comic-
book stage in a few years. 
Many eminent authorities, doctors, teachers, public 
health officials hold divergent views. 
It is further shown that t h e girls change their reading 
habits more quickly than boys . While the seventh grade 
girls read more c omic books than seventh grade boys, eighth 
grade g irls read f'ewer than eighth grade boys, while ninth 
grade boys read almost twice as many books as ninth grade 
girls. This fact, while difficult to explain, might be 
answered when we consider child development. It is known 
that girls mature earlier t h an boys and that the maturation 
. .·-·.}.:Cl 
.... ::~
~ ..  
takes place at this time. 
According to age, we find . that _ in the seventh grade the 
pupils in t he twelve, t h irt.een, and fourteen year age group 
read about the same number of comic books, 'the younger 
girls reading slightly more than the older girls. It is 
quite n otic eable that t he girls in the fifteen-year-old 
group read many more comic books than their clas smates. It 
may be assumed that in most cases fifteen-year-olds in the 
seventh grade are retarded. Perhaps they turn to comics 
when theyfuil· to keep up with the group, or to escape, or 
cover up. 
In the eighth grade we find that the younger pupils 
read ~we~ pomic books than the older pupils, but here 
again we find the older girls reading few.e.v than their class-
mates. The fifteen-year-old girls of the seventh grade 
apparently never reached the eighth grade, as no sixteen-
year-olds are listed in grade eight. Perhaps they left 
school when they attained t heir sixteenth year. The ninth 
grade continues the trend away from comic books and is most 
pronounced with the girls, doming from an average of 25.86 
comic books per month in the s eventh grade to a low of 5.55 
comic books per month in the ninth grade--a drop of almost 
eighty per cent. The boys show a drop of more than fifty 
per cent from grade s,even to grade iline away from cmnic 
books. 
In general, we find that the 11A11 pupils read the "T-"ewe·st 
number of comic books per month followed, in turn, by the 
"B," "c,u and "D" pupils. The only exception to this is 
found with seventh grade boys whe r e the order chang es to 
"A," "D," "C, 11 and 11 B." No plausible explanation has been 
£ound to support this fact. 
In conduct, the trend is for the 11A" pupil to read the 
fewest number of comic books followed in order by the "B, 11 
"C, 11 and ''D" pupils. This trend does not, however, hold 
in the seventh grade where t he order is "B, 11 "C, 11 "D," and 
"A. 11 The only difference is that t h e 11 A11 pupils read more 
than the other members of the class; othe~vise, the order 
is the same as that of the other two grades. 
The town or city seems to h ave very little bearing on 
the number of comic books r ead per month. Th ere does, 
however, seem to be an indication that fewer books are 
read in t he rural areas than in the larger towns and cities. 
The chart below may partially explain this: 
TABLE XXVI 
Number of Comic Books Read Per Month 
Grade '7 
weston 7 ~oon Fewest Number 
Sudbury '7.04 of 
Sherborn 7.14 Books 
Woburn 3'7.270Greatest Number 
Somerville 3'7 .49 of 
Oak Bluffs73. 40 . Books 
Grade 8 
. 
C oncord 3.65 ~elrose 4.16 vellesley 5.93 
O atick 14.32 omerville 1 '7 .80 ewtonville 20.05 
:.· . 41 
Comic books are easily obtainable in all of these com-
munities. We do note that the small communities of Weston, 
Sudbury , Sherborn, a nd Concord fall into low reading brackets, 
while the larger com..111u n ities of Natick , Somervil1e, and 
Newtonville fall into the bracke t with the g r eater number of 
readers. This mi ght throw some light on the l e isure activities 
in l a r ge and small cow~unities. Perhaps the children in rural 
area s have less leisu re time; perhaps the comi c books spread 
fast e r where more ch ildren congregate, see more of each other, 
and have a greater opportunity to exchange ide a s and comic 
books. 
It is further noted that more than the average number of 
comic books are being read on the is land of Martha's Vineyard. 
Of the three towns poll ed there, there are only three tovms 
with junior high schools, all three towns p laced among the 
higher group of readers per month . 
Grade 7 
Oak Bluffs 73. 40; highest o f all communities 
Edgartown 17.72; sixth highest of fourte en seventh 
grades 
Grade 8 
Tisbury 1 8 .82; fourth highest of fourte en eighth grades 
The seventh g raders of Oak Bluf fs read almost t wice as 
many comic books as any othe r community polled . Thus we see that 
i solation has a tendency to produc e more comic book r e aders. 
The Island ch ildren, on t he whole, seem to read more 
than tho se of t h e other communities . Several r eas on s may be 
offered to exp lain t h is f a ct. The three towns are on a 
triangular island about twenty n1iles long and fifteen miles 
at its wide s t point. Twice daily the s t eamer from the main-
land r eaches the Island bearing supplies of all type s. Plane 
service has about the s ame schedule. The only other communi-
c a t ion is by fishing boat. One of the leading occupations of 
the IslD.nd is fishing ; anothe r is sum.mer tou rist tra de. 
The ch ildren s eldom go "off island. 11 Les s t han half of 
t he ,iunior high pupi ls have ever been e..way from t he Island. 
This confinement may be a stimulant to comic book r ead i n g . 
( " . 
..... .. - · 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
l. I Like to Read Comic Books. 
Yes Sometimes No 
Grade 7 63.0 32.7 3.7 
Grade 8 54.6 37.3 5.3 
Grade 9 42.8 47.6 5.7 
The response to this question seems to provide the 
tenor for all the answers on the student questionnaire. It 
shows tha t the pupil s do like to read comic books, a fact 
that most people had always assumed. It also shows very 
definitely that as children grow o l der they are less in-
terested in comic books. If this survey were continued 
through high school, it theoretically should show that ohly 
about ten per cent of the high school seniornlike to read 
comic books. 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
2. I Read Them Regularly 
Yes 
28.9 
22.3 
12.3 
Sometimes 
33.3 
28.9 
22.8 
No 
37.3 
46.9 
61.8 
The answer g iven here confirms positively the trend away 
from comic books as the children grow older. In the seventh 
grade the answers were almost evenly divided with the tendency 
of more not to read regularly than those who do. In the ei~ 
grade, this tendency was more pronounced, while in grad~ nine 
one in five re lar readers of comic books. 
I . 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE (Cont.) 
3. My Parents Forbid Me to Read Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No 
Grade 7 8 .0 28.5 67.3 
Grade 8 4.8 20.0 70.4 
Gr a de 9 7.6 12 .3 76.1 
Much has been said and written concerning t he parents ' 
responsibility in guiding the live s of their ch ildren. If 
comic books require some t ype of governmental control , it 
would follow t h at they would also require parental supervis i 
yet we find that almo st three-fourths of t he parent s at least 
negatively approve of c omj c books. If the parents believed in 
the c onvictions that a r e decla red publicly , the answer to 
this question would be reversed. 
4 . My Barents Tell Me To Read Them if I Want To 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
Yes 
33.3 
39.0 
Sometimes 
18.2 
11.4 
41.1 
50.6 
47.6 
In line with Question Number Three we find that about 
one-third of the parents inbtruct their children to read 
c omic hooks if they choo s e to. Question Number Three showed 
that less than one-t enth of the parents forbid t h e reading of 
comi c books. From the answer s to these two statements , we 
may deduce that more than one-half of t h e parent s are not in-
teres t ed or do not c are what their children read. They seem 
to wait for t he sch ools or government to control the reading 
of their offspring . It would appear t hat they are fail ing 
44 
in their duty to their children when they fail to take an 
interest in the books that t heir ch ildren devour. 
5. My Parents Buy Comic Books for Me 
Yes Sometimes N? 
Grade 7 12.1 28.0 58.6 
Grade 8 5.3 25.9 66.6 
Grade 9 4.7 11.4 82.7 
Question Five shows that few parents buy comic books 
for their children, and as the children grow older, the 
buying becomes proportionally less. In line with this 
question we may ask, 11 Do the parents buy the comi cs for 
themselves?n We cannot answer that question, but the 
answer to Question Six shows that less than one-t enth 
of t h e fathers like to read comic books, while Question 
Seven shows t hat less than one-twentieth of the mothers 
like to read comic books. It further shows that the parents 
of younger ch ildren read more comic books than the parents 
of older children. It might fo l low that since the children 
read :feweT comic books as they grow older, there are fewer 
books in the house for the parents to read; cons equently, 
their interest warie~. The mothers, no doubt, have less 
Other studies time to read anything t hah their husbands. 
show that sixty per cent of the comi c books are bought by ahilts.t3 
3conventio~ pigest, National Council of Parents and 
Teachers, St. Louis, Missouri, General Sessio . VI, Panel 
Discussion: liAction Program on Comics, Radio· ·and Movies," 
page 29, May 1949 . 
I 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
Grade 7 
- -- -
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE ( Cont.) 
6. My Father L~kes to Read Comic Books 
Yes 
14.8 
11.4: 
5.7 
Sometime s . 
30.7 
22 .8 
20.0 
7. My Mother Like s to Read Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes 
7.3 20.6 
3.5 1 3 .4 
.9 10.4 
No 
50 .7 
61.0 
70.5 
No 
70.5 
7 8 .8 
81.0 
8. I Buy :Most of the Comic Books That I Read 
Ye s Sometimes No 
42 .7 24 .4 34.2 
40 . 8 16.2 42 .6 
28 .7 19.3 51.7 
Question Ei ght shows the same trend, that the older 
pu p ils read fewer comic books than t h e y oung er pupil s . 
Naturally t hey would buy fewer comi c book s . The ones 
that they do read a re in many ca ses acquired from the 
young er members of the family, or from friends. 
.~>-·.£!" 
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STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE (Cont.) 
9. I Exchange Comic Books With My Friends 
Yes Sometimes No 
Grade 7 52.6 27.4 18.3 
Grade 8 45.4 26.4 26.7 
Grade 9 27.6 29.4 38.1 
Question Nine, still dealing with the acquisition of 
comic books, shows that the younger pupils not only read 
more comic books, have more, buy more, but also exchange 
more with their friends. This seems natural since the 
younger pupils have a gr eater desire for comic books. 
10. Comic Books Are More Exciting Than the Movies 
Yes Sometimes No 
Grade 7 3.0 22.4 72.1 
Grade 8 1.0 18.6 78.0 
Grade 9 .9 15.2 80.9 
There seems to be no question as to which is more 
exciting,the comic book or the movies. Some seventh graders 
observed that theywould rather read comics than see some of 
the "kissing pictures. 11 No such reference was found on the 
papers of the two upper classes. 
-~-:.:.. ; - .. 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE (Cont.) 
11. I Would Rather Read Comic Books Than Play 
Yes Sometimes No 
Grade 7 5. 8 23 .4 68.0 
Grade 8 2.0 15.7 76.5 
Grade 9 2 .8 3 .8 82.7 
Here "~Ne find that the ove r whe l ming ma jority of the pup il s 
p r e fer p lay to t h e comics. At least t wo of t h e pu p il s who 
answered t ha t they would rathe r r ead comi cs t hanplay are 
known by the author to be phys ica lly h andicapped; therefore , 
he a~ sume s t ha t others who ansvre red j_n the same manne r may a lsc 
be handicapp ed in some way t hat would p revent them from playing 
on par with their clas smates. Mr. Harrington4 found that 
reading comics was t h e favorite leisure activity of fifth 
and sixth g r ade students in Quincy. 
1 2 . Comic Books HelP Me With My School Work 
Yes Sometimes No 
Grade 7 5.4 41.6 49 .6 
Grade 8 2.7 37.1 55.8 
Grade 8 4.7 39.1 53 . 3 
This QUestion s hould cl ear u p many doub t s about 
children, school, and the comic books. Over one-ha lf of 
the nu n il s claLm that comic books a re of no help with their 
4 Harring ton, Harlan Lewi s , 11 Comic Books and the Children's 
Reading Interests," Unpublished Master 1 s Thesis, B.U., 1945. 
school work, while les s than five per cent definitely state 
tha t comics actually h elp them in school. Cert a inly this is 
a bold , forthright answer by the ch i l dren to the question 
of school and t h e comic books. No doubt could possibly 
remain. 
13. C:omic Books Are Good for Small Children 
but Are Too Young for Me 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
Yes 
3 .0 
7.1 
11.4 
Sometimes 
21.1 
22 .6 
29.5 
No 
70.0 
63.5 
54.3 
This question was first aired at a Parent-Teach er 
As s ociation meeting when a fath er o f several ch ildren 
expressed his opinion to t h e effect that comi c books were 
fine for t he babies who could mer ely look a t the p ictur es 
but could not read, but t hat t h ey were bad for t hose 
children who could read, in that it would harm their 
reading progres s . All three class es answer in the negative 
to this question, but it is well to note t hat as the 
children grow older, there is a trend away from comic 
books, and almo s t one-half of the ninth graders believe 
t hat com:i c books are too young for them. 
II 
II 
I 
1/ 
I 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE (Cont.) 
14. I Look at the Pictures in Comic Books 
but Do Not Read the Words 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
Yes 
4.0 
1.7 
1.9 
Sometimes 
17.4 
19.0 
20.9 
No 
72.3 
76.6 
72.3 
Les~ we are misled into thinking that the children 
merely look at the pictures and do not read the accompanying 
words, let us look at the results. Almost three-fourths of 
the ch ildren read the words as well as look at the pictures. 
Thorn'Cl:;tke5 finds that the comic book s are about on the fifth 
or sixth grade level as regards words. 
15. I Like Comic Books Because They Are Easy to Read 
Yes 
Grade 7 14.1 
Grade 8 15.4 
Grade 9 11.4 
Sometimes 
18.1 
1 4 .7 
18.1 
No 
63.5 
64.5 
67.6 
~.:.:. _. ~ -
Children like comic books for many reasons; because they 
are exciting, because they have pictures, because they are in-
teresting , because t h ey contain sports, crime, and hero storie 
because they are small and easy to carry. For these and many 
other reasons chil dren like comic books but not because they 
are easy to read; that is by no means a pertinent factor when 
we wish to consider why the children read comic books. 
of 
5Thorndike, Robert I., 11Words and the Comics," Journal 
ExPerimental Edueation, Vol. 10, pp.ll0-113, December, 1941 ] 
STUDEl~T QUESTI01~qAIRE (Cont.) 
16. I Find Useful Information in Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No 
Grade 7 14.1 59.7 26.7 
Grade 8 9.6 55.9 32.2 
Grade 9 16.2 56.2 25.7 
The preponderance of the answers fell in the middle. 
More than one-half of the pupils questione d sta te that 
sometimes they find useful information in comic books. This 
information must pertain to thing s outside of school, for the 
pupils overwhelmingly proclaim that comic books do not help 
with school work. About one-fourth claim that they gain no 
useful information from comic books. Some comic books have 
sections devoted to tips in sports, sewing, and other topics. 
17. Comic Books Teach Me to Be a Good Citizen 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 
Yes 
11.8 
10.4 
14.3 
Sometimes 
39.8 
43.4 
39.3 
No 
42.6 
44.9 
44.7 
Comic books do not help a ch ild to become a good 
citi~en; so say the children in a ratio: of about four to 
one despite claims to the contrary made by the comic book 
publishers. 
Gra de 7 
Grade 8 
Gra de 9 
STUDENT QUESTIO~TifAIRE (Cont.) 
18. Comic Books Glamorize Grime 
Yes 
22.9 
30.2 
38.1 
Sometimes 
27.0 
28.2 
27.6 
No 
46.1 
39.1 
32.4 
Since comic books do not help make good citizens, do 
they then glamorize the life of crime? The ch ildren are 
evenly divided on this answer. If we consider the previous 
que stion along with t h i s one , we may conclud e that whereas 
the criminal is always caught and punished in the comics, 
there is a tendency to make the life and ways of crime more 
attra ctive than the life of peace and ord~r. 
:: -
. . ~3 
TABLE XXVII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE -7 
1. I Like · to Read . Comic Books 
! Yes Sometimes No Total 
Boy &:me- I Boy G:irl Girl Boy·-· G:lrl Yes t:lmes No 
I 
18.:;: 16.~ !Nest on 38.4 63.6 45.1 15.4 18.2 50.0 33.3 
Sudbury 43.6 71.5 56.2 28.6 
---- ----
54.9 42.0 
----
Sherborn 45.4 25.0 54.5 62.5 
----
12.5 37.8 58.0 5 .~ 
Pramingl.Irun 62 .5 38.4 37.5 61.5 
---- ----
51.7 48.3 _.;;.:...-., 
f loucester 62.5 57.1 37.5 35.7 
----
7~1 60.0 36.6 3 .~ 
ie'\'Vton 53.8 66.6 38.4 33.3 
---- ----
5 9 .1 36.4 
.,--· 
~uincy '75.0 73.3 18.7 26.6 6.2 
----
74.3 22.6 3 .~ 
Pe-pperell 66.6 . 75.0 33 .3 25.0 
---- ----
70.4 29.6 
---j ~dgartown 87.5 53.3 1 2 .5 46.6 
---- ----
71.0 29.0 
---
f ochituate 77.0 58.0 15.4 37.8 ---- 5.2 62.5 28.1 3. ] 
6 •• I Pawtucket ,R.L 62 .5 66.6 25.0 33.3 12.5 
----
64.5 29.0 
"oburn 73.3 53.3 40.0 33.3 
---- ----
63.6 36.3 
---
~omerville 56.2 80.0 37.5 10.0 6.2 10.0 69 .5 22.2 8.2 1 fak Bluffs 83.3 69.2 8.3 15.4 7.7 76.0 12.0 - I ---- 4. ~ 
' 
TOTALS 63.8 62.3 33.3 32.1 2. 9 4.6 63.0 32.7 3.1 
' 
I 
., 54 
TABLE XXVIII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
2. I Read Them Regularly 
Yes Sometimes Nc '1 ota_1 
SOri1a-
Boy Girl Boy Girl ' Boy Girl Yes thnes No 
Weston 15.4 
----
38.4 27.3 45.1 72.7 8.3 33.3 58.< 
Sudbury 12.5 14.3 68.8 57.1 18.7 28.6 12.9 61.3 22.E 
Sherborn 
---- ----
36.4 50.0 54.5 50.0 
----
42.1 52J 
Framingham 12.5 7.7 37.5 23.1 43.6 69 .2 10.3 31.0 55.] 
Gloucester 31.2 35.7 18.7 14.3 50.0 50.0 33.3 16.6 50~ 
Newton 30.7 11.1 45.1 55.5 23.1 33.3 22.7 50.0 27 
Quincy 56.2 6.6 37.5 66.6 6.2 26.6 32.3 51.6 16. 
Pepperell 33.3 16.6 40.0 58.3 26.6 25.0 25.9 48.2 25 • . 
- I 
Edgartown 62.5 26.6 25.0 33.3 12.5 40.0 45.2 29.0 25 • . 
·11 Cochituate 38.4 31.7 38.4 10.5 23.1 58.0 34.4 21.8 43.8 
· Pawtucket,R.I 43.6 40.0 18.7 ' 26.6 37.5 33.3 42 .~ 0 22.6 I 35. p 
Woburn 33.3 20.0 40.0 33.5 40.0 40.0 26.6 36.6 40. 
Somerville 12.5 50.0 12.5 10.0 68.8 40.0 33 .4 11.1 52. 
Oak Bluffs 66.6 61.5 25.0 15.4 8.3 23.1 64.0 20.0 16. 
. ··-
TOTALS 32.3 25.3 34.3 32 .1 32.8 41.9 28.9 33.3 37. ~ 
' · ~5 
-
· - ··-
-
TABLE XXIX 
. STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE:.~ GRADE 7 
' 
3. . 'I<."ry Parents Forbid Me to Read Comic Books 
1-
I Yes Sometimes No rrota.l 
I 
.:::om~ 
I Boy Girl .:Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes t:Jmes No 
!Weston 15.4 9.1 15.4 36.4 61.5 54.5 l2.5 25.-0 58.4 
Sudbury 
----
7.1 37.5 35.7 62.5 57.1 3.2 35.5 581 
• Sherborn 
----
12.5 9.1 12.5 90.9 75.0 5.2 10.5 84. . 
Framingham 7.7 81.3 77.0 6.9 13.8 
- I 
----
15.4 18.7 79.~ . I 
Gloucester 18.7 14.3 37.5 28.6 43.6 57.1 16.6 33.3 50. I 
59. J Newton 7.7 11.1 23.1 .33.3 61.5 55.5 9.1 27.2 
! II Quincy 6.2 
----
18.7 . 6.6 75.0 93.3 3.2 12.9 84.~ 
. I 
Pepperell 6.6 
----
40.0 25.0 53.3 75.0 3.7 33.3 63.$ 
· II 
Edgartown 
---- ----
6.2 13.3 93.8 86.6 
----
9.6 90~~ 
Cochituate 
---- ----
23.1 26.7 77.0 63.2 
----
25.0 68. ~ .. 
Fawtncket, R.I. 18.7 . 
----
43.6 33.3 37.5 66.6 9.6 38.8 51.~ 
II Woburn 26.6. 20.0 20.0 66.6 60.0 13.3 20.0 
---- 63.6 -~ Somerville 35.0 56.2 55.0 16.7 25.0 10 12.5 25.0 55. 
Oak Bluffs 16.6 15.4 33 .3 30.7 50.0 45.1 16.0 16.0 II 48. W 
TOTALS 9.3 5.7 29.8 24.8 60.7 69.0 8.0 28-fl 67 .:i 
I 
I I 
I 
I 
i 
' 
I 
I 
li 
~6 
I 
TABLE XXX 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE . ? 
I 
4. My Parents Tell Me to Read Them if I Want to I 
Yes Sometimes No 
·Tot a. II 
Boy Gir Boy Girl Boy Gir &me-
,, 
Yes t:hn.es No 
!Weston 7.7 27.3 7.7 36.4 77.0 36 • .t; i6.6 20.8 58.4 : I 
" Sudbury 37.5 2 8 .6 12.5 28.6 43.6 42.E 32.3 19 .3 42~0 II 
Sherborn 9.1 
----
45.4 12.5 45.4 87 .~ 5.2 31.7 63.2 ! 
I 
~amingham 37.5 53.8 18.7 7.7 37.5 38.-'l 44.8 13.8 37.9 ! 
33.3 11 !Glouce ster 25.0 50.0 37.5 21.4 37.5 28:0. E 36.6 30.0 
!Lewton 30.7 22.2 15.4 22.2 38.4 55.5 27.2 18.2 45.4 1 
56.2 60.0 18.7 6.6 18.7 26.4 58.1 12.9 22.6 1j R.uincy 
!Pepperell 40.0 16.2 13.3 25.0 46.6 58.3 2 9 .6 18.5 51.9 1 
!/ 
IEdgartovm 50.0 53.3 6.2 13.3 43.6 20.0 51.6 9.6 I 32~3 ,! 
~ochituate 61.5 52.6 15.4 26.7 23.1 21.1 56.2 21.8 21.8 I 
I 
40.0 37.5 33.3 kJ,3.6 26.6 ~ wtuck-et,R.I. 18 .7 29.0 35.5 ~5.5 I 
' ~6.6 ~oburn 26.6 .33.3 20.0 . 33.3 20.0 30.0 26.6 43.3 I 
omerville 31.2 :15.0 12.5 ~- 35 .o ~6.2 50.0 22.2 25.0 52.7 11 
... 
44.0 1 pak Bluffs 33.3 23.1 16.6 ; 30.7 ~o.o 38.4 28.0 2 4 .0 
; 
TOTALS 33.8 35.6 1'9.6 29.0 44..-..5 ..3..6..,.2 13_.1. .8 24.1 41.1 11 
'I I 
I 
I 
! 
II 
II 
' 
II 
I ,j 
· , ~7 .... . 
TABLE XXXI 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAI RE : GRADE 7 
5. lv'fy Par.ent s Buy Comic Books for Me 
I 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
I IRro"fT n.-t ,.., Rnv IG1rl Bnv Girl Yes S~me-+: .,.,.,,. , No -
w'V e s ton ... 7 .7 45.4 ---- ---- 84.6 54. 4 
---- 25.0 70. 9 
Sudbury 1 2 .5 1 4 . 3 37.5 28 .6 50.0 57.1 12 .9 32.3 5 1 .6 
t her born ---- ---- 18 . 2 25 .0 81.7 62 .5 
----
21.1 7 3 .7 
r amj_ngham 
---- ----
50.0 23 .1 50.0 77.0 
----
37.9 62 .1 I 
. :nou cest er · 1 2 .5 7.1 12.5 28 .6 75 .0 64 . 2 10.0 20.0 70.0 
~ewton 7.7 
----
45.1 11.1 45.1 88.8 4.5 31.8 63 .6 
-
~uincy 31. 2 20.0 37.5 26.6 31.2 53 . 3 25.8 32 . 3 42 .0 
' Pepperell 26 . 6 :25 .o 40.0 33 . 3 33 . 3 41.6 25.9 37.1 37.1 
~dgartovm 12 . 5 
' 
6.6 25.0 20. 0 62 . 5 66 .6 9 . 6 22 . 6 64 .5 
i 
Poch i tuate 23 .1 10.5 30.7 42 . 1 45.1 47. 3 15.6 37.5 46.9 
avtucket;,;R.I. 6.2 13 .3 31.2 26 . 6 50 .0 60.0 9 .6 29.0 5 4 .9 
-~oburn 13 . 3 20.0 40.0 40.0 53 . 3 33 .3 16. 6 40.0 43 . 3 
Bomerville 
----
10.0 25 .0 10.0 68.8 80.0 5.5 16.7 7 5 .0 
1ak Bluf f s 33 . 3 23 .1 16 . 6 15.4 50.0 53.8 ~8 .0 16 .0 52.0 
TOTALS 12 .6 11.4 30. 3 25 . 3 57. 8 59.6 112 .1 28 .0 58 .6 
-
TABLE XXXII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
6. My Father Like·s to Read Comic Books 
Ires ton 
:udbury 
I 
r herborn 
f rami ngham 
1oucester 
ewton 
~u;lncy 
I eppere11 
f dgartown _ 
flochituate 
Yes .--. SnmAt 'mP."' 1\Tn l'l'ntr-~1 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Bov Girl 1\T,..., 
7.7 ---- 23.1 ---- 69.2 lOO.C 4.1 12 . 5 83.3 
112.5 14.3 
~--- 25.0 
6.2 
18.7 14.3 
37.5 
27.3 
25.0 
37.5 
57.1 50.0 
37.5 72.7 
30.7 68.8 
50.0 37.5 
28.E 1 2 .9 45.2 38.8 
37.~ 10.5 31.7 58.0 
6l.E 3.4 27.5 65.5 
42.E 16.6 43.3 40.0 
~3.1 ---- 23.1 11.1 38.4 88.t 13.6 18 .2 59.1 
~5.0 13.3 37.5 40.0 31.2 40.C 19 .3 38.8 35.5 
2.5 
5.1 
6.2 
---- 20.0 41.6 
33.3 
66.6 50.C 7.4 29 .. 6 59.3 
56.2 33.3 16.1 32.3 45.2 
38.4 31.7 21~8~ 43~8 - 34.4 
50.0 53.3 12 ; 9 ' 35.5 51.6 ,. awtucket, ~J 
oburn :)3.3 
20.0 31.2 
26.7 53.8 
20.0 43.6 
13.3 ----
37.8 
26.6 
33 .3 60.0 33.3 23.3 16.6 46.6 
:omervi1le ~--- 15.0 12.5 30.0 87.5 55.0 8.3 22.2 69.5 
I ~~ B1urfs ~5.0 45.1 58.3 1~.4 16.6 30.7 36.0 36.0 24.0 
TOTALS ~4.2 15.5 30.3 31.1 53.8 46.1 14.8 30.7 50.7 
' ., j.·' 
~9 
TABLE XXXIII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
7. My Mother Likes to ·Read Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes Some- No 
times 
Jwesvo~ ---- -- .. ~ ---- ---- 8~.6 90.9 ---- ---- 87.5 
28.6 ~udbury 25.0 - 7 -.l 31.2 43.6 64.2 16.1 29.0 51.6 
~her born 
---- ---- ----
12.5 JDO.O 87.5 
----
5.2 94.8 
IF'ramingham 6.2 
----
31.2 23.1 56.2 61.5 3.4 27.5 58.7 
Gloucester 12.5 7.1 18.7 21.4 62.5 71.5 10.0 20.0 66.6 
~ewton 
---- ----
23.1 11.1 69.2 88.8 
----
18.2 77.~ 
R,uincy 6.2 6.6 43.6 20.0 50.0 66.6 6.4 32.3 64.5 
!Pepp erell 6.6 8.3 26.6 33.3 66.6 41.6 7.4 29.6 55.E 
. 
!Edgartown 6.2 6.6 18.7 26.6 75.0 66.6 6.4 22.6 71. , 
Cochituate 
----
15.8 23.1 15.8 77.0 68.5 9.3 18.7 71.9 
.. 
awtucket,R.L 12.5 6.6 6.2 26.6 75.0 66.6 9.6 16.1 7l.C 
Woburn 
----
6.6 33.3 20.0 66.6 66.6 3.3 26.6 66 .E 
Somerville 6.2 10.0 
----
10.0 81.3 80.0 8.3 5.5 8 0.E 
. 
Oak Bluffs 25.0 7.7 25.0 38.4 50.0 38.4 16.0 32.0 44.~ 
TOTALS . 7.8 6.7 20.6 20.7 67.6 73.1 7.3 20.6 70 • . II 
I 
I 
,jl 
.t7JO 
---
TABLE XXXIV 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
8. · I Buy Most of the Comic Book s That I Read 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
Some- No I Bnv Girl B_av Girl Boy Girl Yes tines 
Weston 38.4 45.4 30.7 18.2 30.7 36.4 41.6 25.0 33 .3 
Sudbury 50.0 21.4 37.5 7.1 12.5 71.5 35.5 22.6 38.8 
Sherborn 54.5 
----
36.4 50.0 
----
50.0 31.7 42.1 21.0 
Framin gham 56.2 45.1 18.7 7.7 25.0 45.1 51.7 13.8 34.5 
Gloucester 56 .2 28.6 18.7 14.3 25 .0 57.1 43 .3 16.6 40 .• 0 
Newton 45 .1 44.4 38.3 44.4 15.4 11.1 45.4 40 .8 13.6 
Quincy 50.0 46 .6 25.0 6.6 25 .0 40.0 48.4 16.1 32.2 
Pepperell 66.6 25.0 13.3 41 .6 20.0 33.3 48.2 25.9 25.9 
Edg -artown 68.8 46.6 12.5 46 .6 18.7 6.6 58.1 29.0 12.9 
Coch ituate 30.7 10.5 30.7 58.0 38.4 31 .7 18.7 46.9 34.4 
~ wtucket,RI. 31.2 46.6 31.2 6.6 37 .5 40.0 38.8 19.3 38.8 
Woburn 42.3 33.3 10.3 26 .6 47.4 40.0 37.8 18.4 43.7 
Somerville 62.5 40.0 6.2 15.0 31.2 45.0 50.0 11.1 38.8 
Oak Bluffs 25.0 7.7 33.3 7.7 41.6 77.0 16.0 20.0 60.0 
TOTALS 49.3 35.1 24.0 25 .1 26.6 41.9 42.6 24.4 34.2 
l : 
'-.. 
. ~-:.: "1 
TABLE XXXV 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
9. I Exchange Comic Books With My Friends 
fli 
Yes Snmet. i.m~a Nn TotAl 
II 
Some-
I I"RI"\"tT' •~Girl Bnv (1.i1"1 Bnv n.; ,..., YA~=t times No 
f eston 38.4 :27.3 23.1 27.3 58.4 45.4 33 •. 3 25.0 41.6 
Sudbury 50.0 42.8 37.5 35.7 2.5 21.4 45.2 35.5 16.1 
!Sherborn 27.3 37.5 53 .6 1 2 .5 9.1 50.0 31.7 42 .1 26.7 
~ramingham 43.6 38.4 143.6 45.1 !.1.2.5 15.4 41.4 44 .8 13,8 
~loucester 56.2 57.1 ~5.0 21.3 18 .7 21.4 56.6 23.3 20.0 
~ev:rton 30.7 66.6 B0.7 11.1 15.4 22.2 45.4 22.7 18.2 I ~uincy 68.8 40.0 85.0 33.3 6.2 20.0 54.9 29.0 12.9 
Pepperell 53.3 58.3 ~0.0 33. 3 26.6 8.3 55.6 25.9 18.5 
~dg .arto\m 50.0 40.0 ~7.5 46 .6 12.5 20.0 45.2 42.0 16.1 
bochituate 77.0 37.8 ~3.1 31.7 
----
31.7 53.1 28.1 18.7 
!awtucket,R. I 50.0 60.0 ~5.0 13 .3 25.0 26.6 54.9 19.3 25.8 
iJoburn 86~6 60 •. 0 20.0 20.0 6.6 13.3 73.3 20.0 10.0 
Somerville 43 .6 75.0 1 2 .5 10.0 25.0 15.0 61.2 11.1 19.4 
Jak Bluf'f's 83.3 53 .8 16.6 23.1 
----
15.4 68.0 68.0 8.0 
I 
, 
,, TOTALS 54.5 50.6 28.4 25.4 15.2 21.7 52.6 27.4 18.3 
... 
' 
-
. ~· . 62 
TABLE XXXVI 
' 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
10. Comic Books Are More Exciting Than the Movies 
Yes Sometimes No TotEtl I 
II Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes 
:::lome-
No times 
Weston 
--- I ----
15.4 9.1 77.0 90.9 
---- 12.5 83.3 
Sudbury 
---- ----
25.0 28.6 75.0 t71.5 
---- 25.8 71.0 
Sherborn 
---- ----
9.1 12.5 90.9 ~7~5 ---- 10.5 8 9 .5 
Framingham 6.2 
----
18.7 7.7 75.0 rl7.0 3.4 13.8 75.8 
Gloucester 
---- ----
12.5 7.1 87.5 ~2.8 
----
10.0 90.0 
-
Newton 
---- ----
38.4 22.2 45.1 117.7 
----
31.8 59.1 
Quincy 
---- ----
31.2 13.3 68.8 30.0 
----
22 .6 7 4 .3 
Pepp et>ell 6.6 
----
20.0 58.'3 73.3 ~1.6 3.7 37.1 59.3 
Edgartovm 
---- ----
18.7 26.6 86.3 ~6.6 
----
22.6 74.3 
-
Cochituate 
----
.·5.2 38.4 21.1 61.5 J3.2 3.1 28 .1 62.5 
ifuwtucket.?R.I 6.2 
----
12.5 6.6 81.3 ~3.3 3.2 9.6 87.3 I 
Woburn 13.3 13.3 46.6 26.6 46.6 ~0~0 13.3 36.6 53.3 
Somerville 6.2 5.0 25.0 15.0 56.2 ~o.o 5.5 19 .4· 41.7 
Oak Bluff's ·---- 15 .~. 4 so.o 15.4 ~o.o ~9.2 8.0 32.0 60.0 
- · 
I TOTALS 2.9 3.1 25.5 19.2 . 69.6 74.6 3.0 22.4 72.1 
...... 
t;3 
TABLE XXXVII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
~ 
11. I Would Rather Read Comic Books Than Pl ay 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
-·- Some-f 
IRnv r,.;.,.,, IRnm- rH ,.,, rRnv Girl Yes t.-.mP.~ Na_ 
fileston 7.7 
----
7.7 9.1 77.0 90.9 4.1 8.3 83.3 
l udbury 6.2 7.1 31.2 .42.8 62.5 50.0 6.4 35.5 54.9 
54.5 75.0 her born 
----
12.5 45.2 
----
5.2 26.7 63 .2 
6.2 7.7 18.7 
----
75.0 92.4 6.9 10.3 82.7 
----
7.1 
----
21.4 87.5 71.5 3.3 10.0 80.0 
· ewton 
---- ----
23.1 22.2 77.0 77.7 
----
22.7 77.3 
~uincy 
---- ----
25.0 26.6 75.0 66.6 
----
25.8 7l.C 
Pepperell 
----
16.6 46.6 41.6 53.3 41.6 7.4 44.5 48~2 
Edg,wt own 
----
6 .6 12.5 40 .0 75.0 53.3 3 . 2 25.8 64.5 
Cochituate 
----
26 .7 45.1 31.7 53.8 37l8 15.6· 37.5 43.E 
f8wtucket, R.I. 
---- ----
31.2 20.0 68 .8 73.3 r---- 25.8 71.( 
rio burn 6.6 13.3 20.0 13.3 80.0 60.0 10.0 16.6 70 .c 
Lomerville ---- 5.0 12.5 10.0 87.5 85 .0 2.7 11.1 86 . ~ 
8 .3 23.1 25 .0 15.4 66.6 61.5 !16.0 20.0 64.1 !Oak Bl ui'i's 
\ 
I TOTALS 2.4 9 .3 24.5 22.2 71.6 
66.4 5.8 23.4 68. I! 
.I ti4. 
I 
. TABLE XXXVIII 'I II 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRAJ?E 7 t~ 
' I 
12. Comic Books Help Me VVith lV!y School Work 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
I 
;::,ome-
No I Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes time~ 
Weston 
---- ----
15.4 9.1 77.0 90.9 
----
12.5 83.3 
Sudbury 6.2 7.1 43.6 42.8 50.0 50.0 6.4 42.0 50.0 
Sherborn 
---- ----
18.2 37.5 81.7 62.5 
----
26.7 73.7 
Framingham 
---- ----
75.0 45.1 25.0 45.1 
-----
62.1 34.5 
Gloucester 
---- ----
56.2 28.6 43.6 71.5 
----
43.3 56.6 I 
Newton 
---- ----
23.1 22.2 61.5 77.7 
----
22.7 68.3 
Quincy 31.2 6.6 62.5 80.0 6.2 6.6 19.3 71.0 6.4 
Pepperell 
---- ----
40.0 66.6 60.0 25.0 
----
51.9 4 4 .5 
3 2 .3 1 Edgrartovm 12.5 20.0 62.5 33.3 18.7 46.6 16.1 48.4 
Cochituate 
---- ----
53.8 47.3 45.1 52.6 
----
50.0 50.0 
Rtwtucket,R.I. 6.2 
----
43.6 20.0 43.6 80.0 3.2 32.3 61.3 
Woburn 13.3 6.6 46.6 33.3 33.3 46.6 10.0 40.0 40.0 
Somerville -~-- ---- 50.0 20.0 43.6 80.0 ---- 33.3 69.3 
Oak Bluffs 33.3 7.7 33.3 45.1 33.3 38.4 20.0 40.0 36.0 
TOTALS 6.3 3.6 45.1 37.8 43.1 56.5 5.4 41.6 49.6! I 
' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
tiS I 
TABLE XXXIX 
STUDENT QUESTI ONI,TAIRE: GRADE 7 
! 
13. Comic Books Are Good for Small Children 
But Are Too Young for Me 
I 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
II Boy Girl Boy Girl Bov Girl Yes ~~~~~ No I 
u 15.4 23.1 27.3 .53.8 63.6 8.3 25.0 r ston ----- 58.4 
udbury 6.2 
----
18.7 21-.4 62.5 78.6 3.2 19.3 67.8 ~herborn 9.1 
----
63.6 62.5 18.2 37.5 5.2 63.2 26.7 
~framingham 
---- ----
18.7 30.7 81.3 69.2 
----
24.1 75.8 
I 
r loucester 6.2 
----
12.5 7.1 75.0 . 92.8 3.3 10.0 83.3 
lt-revirton 
----
___ ._ 30.7 22.2 61.5 77.7 
----
27.2 68.3 
~uincy 12.5 6.6 25.0 20.0 62.5 66.6 9.6 22.6 64.5 
Pepperell 6.6 8.3 26.6 16.6 66.6 66.6 7.4 22.2 66.6 
~dgartown 6.2 6.6 12.5 26.6 75.0 60.0 6.4 19.3 54.9 
bochituate 
---- ----
7.7 21.1 92.4 63.2 
----
15.6 75.0 
Pawtucket , R.I. 
---- ----
25.0 
----
75.0 100.0 
----
12.9 87.3 
I 6.6 20.0 13.3 86.6 73.3 16.6 I!Voburn ---- 3.3 80.0 
!$omervi11e 
---- ----
3'7.5 5.0 62.5 85.0 
----
36.1 75.0 
bak Bluffs 
---- ----
33.3 38.4 66.6 53.8 
----
36.0 60.0 
I 
I TOTALS 3.9 2.7 24.5 17.6 68.2 72.0 3.0 21.1 7o.c l 
' 
· .... ti'6 
TABLE XL 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
14. I Look at the Pictu res in Comic Books 
But Do Not Read the Words 
Yes Sometimes No To :e.l I 
.::uw-
I Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes tines No 
I 
9.1 23.1 9.1 77.0 72.7 4.1 ~ ~e ston ---- 16.6 75.0 
3udbury 6.2 
----
18.7 42.8 75.0 57.1 3.2 29.0 64.5 
pherborn 
---- ----
9.1 
----
90.9 100.0 
---- 5.2 94.8 
"'ramingham 
---- ----
6.2 15.4 93.8 84.6 
---- 10.3 89.6 
t loucester 18.7 ---- ·· 25.0 21.4 56.2 78.6 10.0 23.3 66.6 
ewton 7.7 
----
15.4 11.1 6 9 .2 88.8 4.5 13.6 77.3 ~uincy 6.2 ---- 18.7 26.6 75.0 66.6 3.2 22.6 71.0 
1 6 .6 ~00.0 [ epperell ---- ---- ---- 75.0 
---- 7.4 89.o0 
lpdgartovm 
----
6.6 25.0 13.3 68.8 80.0 3.2 19.3 74. 3 
' 
~ochituate 
---- ----
23 .1 15.8 77.0 7 3 .7 
----
18.7 75.0 I . 
6.6 33.3 ~ awtucket, R.I. 25.0 12.5 56.2 60.0 16.1 22.6 58.1 
Woburn 6.6 . 
----· 26.6 6.6 73.3 86,.6 3.3 16.6 80.0 
~omervi1le 
---- ----
18.7 10.0 75.0 90.0 
---- 1 3 .8 83.3 I 
7.7 77.0 oak Bluf'fs ---- 15.4 16.6 83.3 8.0 1 2 .0 80.0 
TOTALS 5.4 2.5 17.1 17.6 71.6 73.0 4.0 17.4 72.31 
' 
. . . 
.. ti7 
TABLE XLI 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
15. I Like Comic Books Because They Are Easy to Read 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
Sane-
Boy G:i,rl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
N'eston 15.4 9-.1 7.7 9.1 69.2 72.7 12.5 8.3 70.9 
~udbury 6.2 21.4 31.2 14.3 62.5 64.2 12.9 22.6 61.3 
~herborn 18.2 
----
9.1 25.0 72.7 75.0 10.5 15.8 73.7 
' Pramingham 
----
7.7 18.7 7.7 75.0 77.0 3.4 13.8 75.8 
P.loucester 
----
14.3 25.0 
----
68.8 78.6 6.6 13.3 73.3 
:lewton 7.7 
----
15.4 11.1 69.2 88.8 4.5 13.6 77.3 
~UiD;CY 25.0 6.6 37.5 26.6 37.5 60.0 16.1 32.3 48.4 
!P e pperell 33.8 8.3 20.0 25.0 46.6 58.3 22.2 22.2 51.9 
fdgartown 18.7 13.3 25.0 6.6 50.0 80.0 16.1 16.1 64.5 
15.4 15.8 7.7 15.8 77.0 58.0 15.6 12.5 65.6 ~ochituate 
Pawtucket, R.I 
I 
31.2 13.3 25.0 13.3 " 43 ; 6 73.3 22.6 19.3 58.1 
22 .6 26.6 r urn 13.3 28.3 48.3 60.0 18.3 28.3 53.4 
omerville 6.2 15.0 25.0 10.0 56.2 75.0 11.1 16.7 66.6 
IDak Bluf'fs 133.3 30.7 16.6 7.7 50.0 45.1 32.0 12.0 48.0 
TOTALS 116.1 11.9 22.2 14.0 58.9 68.4 14.1 18.1 63.5 
I 
I 
'··· · 
J tiB 
TABLE XLII 
STUDENT QUESTI Ol:rNAIRE : GRADE 7 
16. I Find Useful Information in Comic Books I 
I 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
Gi rl Boy 
some-
II Boy Boy Gi Y'l Girl Yes times Nn 
" 
~Veston 15.4 18.2 53.8 36.4 30 .7 45.4 16.6 45.8 37 .5 
bud bury 6.2 14.3 68.8 35.7 25 .0 50.0 9.6 51 .6 35 . 5 
her born 9 .1 12.5 63 .6 50.0 27.3 37 .5 10.5 58 .0 31 .7 
b amingham 
----
7.7 81.3 61 .5 18.7 30.7 3.4 72.4 24.1 
b loucester 6.2 
----
56.2 50.0 37 .5 50.0 ·.· 3 '. 3 53.3 43.3 I 
~ewton 
---- ----
61.5 55.5 15.4 44.4 
----
59 .1 27 . 2 
~uincy 50.0 
----
50.0 80 .0 
----
6.6 25 .8 64.5 3.2 
Pepp erell 20 .0 25.0 46.6 66.6 33 . 3 8 .3 22.2 55.6 22 .2 I 
~dgartovm 31 .2 20.0 62.5 46.6 
----
40.0 22 .6 54.9 19.3 
bo chituate 15.4 10.5 53.8 63 .. 2 30.7 26 .7 12.5 59.3 28.1 
mvtucket, R.I ~12 .5 
----
62.5 53.3 25.0 46.6 6.4 58 .1 35 .5 
Voburn 33 . 3 13.3 60.0 53.3 6 . 6 20 .0 25.8 58.0 16.6 
~ omerville 18 .7 10.0 50 .0 45.0 25.0 45 .0 13.8 47.2 36.1 
bak Bluffs 25 .0 15.4 58.3 69 .2 16.6 15.4 20.0 6 4 . 8 16.0 
I TOTALS lJ.B.l 9 . 8 59.4 60.1 21 . 2 32 . 6 14.1 59.7 26 .7 
I 
I 
I 
I 
! 
• .. o9 
TABLE XLIII 
STUDENT QUESTI ONNAI RE : GRADE 7 
17. Comic Books Teach Me to Be a Good Citizen 
/' 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
I Some- No / iBoy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times 
Weston 7.7 
----
30.7 18.2 53.8 81.7 4.1 25.0 66.6 
Sudbur y 12.5 7.1 50.0 57.1 31.2 35 .7 9.6 51.6 32.3 
Sherborn 
---- ----
27.3 25.0 72.7 75.0 ___ ..., 26.7 73 .7 
Framingham 
----
7.7 81.3 30.7 18.7 61.5 3.4 58.7 37.9 
Gloucester 18.7 
----
37 .5 42 .8 43.6 57.1 10.0 40.0 50.0 
Newton 15.4 33.3 23.1 22 .2 53 .8 44.4 22.7 22 .7 50.0 
Quincy 6 .2 13.3 68.8 73.3 25 .0 6.6 9.6 71.0 16.1 
Pepperell 13.3 8.3 40 .0 66.6 46.6 25.0 11.1 51.9 37.1 
Edga-rt own 31.2 13.3 25.0 26.6 31.2 53.3 25.8 25.8 42 .0 
Cochituate 15 . 4 5.2 69.2 58.0 7.7 37.8 9.3 62.5 25.0 
Iawtucket, R • ., .. --- 6.6 25 .0 33.3 68.8 60.0 3.2 29.0 64.5 
Woburn 20 .0 13.3 20.0 40.0 46 .6 33 .3 16.6 30.0 40.0 
Somerville 12 .5 25.0 31.2 25 .0 50 .0 50.0 19.4 27.8 50.0 
Oak Bluffs 25 .0 15 .4 50.0 45 .1 25 .0 30.7 20 .0 48 .0 28.0 
TOTALS 12.7 10.9 38.2 41.4 40 .2 45.0 11.8 39.8 42 .6 
t/0 
TABLE XLIV 
STUDENT QUESTI ONNAIRE: GRADE 7 
18. Comic Books Glamorize Crime 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
Boy !Girl 
SomE?-
No ll Boy Girl Boy . Girl Yes times 
!1/eston 38 .4 27.3 53.8 36.4 7.7 36.4 33,;;3 45 .8 20.8 
~udbury 18.7 
----
31.2 50.0 50.0 50.0 9.6 38.8 50.0 
~her born 36.4 25.0 54.5 50.0 9 .1 12.5 31.7 52.6 10.5 
~<'ra.mingham 31.2 23. 1 25.0 38 . 4 43.6 23.1 27 .5 31.0 34.5 
r loucester 43.6 14.3 
----
7.1 56.2 78.6 30 .0 3 . 3 66 .6 
:{ewton 
----
33.3 53.8 55.5 30.7 11.1 13.6 5 4 .6 22.7 
I 
R,uincy 43 .6 53.3 18.7 20 .0 37.5 20.0 48.4 19.3 29 .0 
Pepperell 20.0 8 .3 20.0 8.3 60 .0 75.0 1 4 .8 14.8 66.6 
, I 
29.0 lSdg~rtown 6.2 6.6 31 .2 26.6 56.2 66.6 6.4 61.3 
f ochituate ---- 1 0 .5 38 . 4 47.3 53.8 37.8 6.2 43.8 43 .8 
-. 
Pawtucket, R. I 31.2 20.0 12.5 20 .0 50.0 60.0 25.8 16.1 54.9 
Voburn 53.3 53.3 13.3 20.0 40 .0 20.0 53.3 16.6 30.0 
I Somerville 65.0 
----
20 .0 6.2 10.0 81 .3 11.1 8.3 72.2 
~ak Bluffs 8 .3 15.4 25.0 15. 4 66.6 61.5 12.0 20.0 64.0 
.. 
I TOTALS 24.0 21 .7 25.5 28 .4 46.0 46.1 22.9 27.0 46 .1 
I :;.t_ 
TABLE XLV i 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRAD;E 8 
1. I Like to Read Comic Books 
I 
Yes Somet imes No Total I 
II 
;:some-
!Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
Concord 33.3 40.0 66.6 53. 3 
----
6.6 37.1 55.6 3.7 
~!lelrose 50.0 33.3 42 . 8 55.5 7.1 11.1 43 .5 47.8 8.7 
Welle s ley 47.0 8 4 .6 47.0 15.4 
----
7.7 63 .3 33.3 3.3 
~eading 50.0 50.0 45.0 50.0 5.0 
----
50.0 46.6 3.3 I 
P=>edham 47.6 22.2 47.6 77.7 4.7 
----
40.0 56.6 3.3 
r rockton 64.2 31 .2 28 .6 56. 2 7.1 6.2 46.6 43 .3 6.6 
~inthrop (a 62.5 61.5 37.5 38.4 
----
7.7 62.1 37.9 3.4 
~haron 66.6 11.1 33.3 . 55.5 
---- ----
50.0 41.6 
---... 
Wlinthrop (b 57.1 60.0 21.4 40.0 21.4 
----
58. 4 29 .1 12.5 
Nay land 43 .6 71. 5 31. 2 28 .6 12 .5 
-----
56.6 30.0 6.6 
Ir i s bury 77 .7 63.2 22 .2 31.7 
----
5.2 67.8 25.8 3.5 
~a tick 75.0 47. 3 25.0 31.7 
----
21.1 58 .1 29.0 12.9 
~ omervill e 69 .2 77.5 30.7 23.5 
---- ----
73.3 26.6 
----
Newton 58 . 8 45. 4 35.3 27.3 5.8 18 . 2 53.6 32 .1 10.7 
II TOTALS 56.6 5 2 . 4 37.3 37. 3 4.7 5.9 54 .6 37.3 5.3 
I 
I 
I 
'/2 
TABLE XLVI 
' 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 8 
2. I . Read Them Regularly 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
som&-
I Boy Girl Boy 
Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
I / 
f oncord 8.3 13.3 16.6 25.0 75.0 66.1 . 11.1 18.5 70.4 
Yrelrose 7.1 
----
35.7 22.2 42.8 77.7 4.3 30.4 56.6 
V'ellesley 35.3 7.7 23.5 45.1 35. 3 45.1 23.3 33.3 40.0 
~eading 25.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 55.0 60.0 20.0 23.3 56.6 
Pedham 27.2 22.2 33.3 55.5 38.1 22.2 26.6 40.0 33.3 
3rockton 71.5 43.6 21.4 25.0 7.1 31.2 56.6 23.3 20.0 
'linthrop (a) 6.2 7.7 25.0 30.7 68.8 45.1 6.9 27.5 5 8 .7 
'~haron 26.6 
----
33.3 11.1 40.0 77.7 16.6 25.0 54.2 
I vinthrop (b) 21.4 10.0 7.1 50.0 71.5 40.0 16.6 25.0 58.4 
.. 
V'ayland 25.0 21.4 12.5 35.7 62.5 42,8 23.3 23.3 53.3 
Pis bury 22.2 15.8 22.2 21.1 55.5 63.2 17.8 21.4 60.7 
~a tick 33.3 26.7 25.0 26.7 41.6 37.8 29.0 32.3 38.8 
17.6 58.8 30.7 23.5 26.6 46.6 26.6 ~omerville 38.4 30.7 
1 ~ewton 29.4 18.2 23.5 36.4 41.1 45.4 25.0 28.5 42.8 
TOTALS 27.2 16.8 24.4 34.1 47.2 46.5 22.3 28.'9 46'.9 I 
' 
i/3 
TABLE XLVII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAI RE: GRADE 8 
3. My Parents Forbid Me to Read Comic Books 
,, 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
i::)Om~ 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
Concord 8.3 
---- ----
46.6 83.3 53.3 3.7 25.9 66.6 
I•/Ielrose 7.1 11.1 14.3 11.1 14.3 77.7 8.7 13.0 39.1 
Wellesley 
---- ----
23.5 23.1 35.3 77.0 
----
16.6 80.0 
Reading 
---- ----
5.0 30.0 90.0 70.0 
----
13.3 83.3 
Dedham 9.5 
---- 14.3 44.4 76.3 55. 5 6 .• 6 23.3 70.0 
Brockton 7.1 
----
21.4 37.5 64.2 62 ,5 3.3 30.0 30.0 
Winthrop (a) 
---- ----
25.0 7.7 68 .8 84 .6 
----
17.2 75.8 
Sharon 
---- 33.3 13.3 
----
8 6 .6 55.5 12.5 8.3 75.0 
!Winthrop (b) 
---- ----
7.1 10.0 92.8 90.0 
----
8.3 54.2 
,Nay land 18.7 
----
6.2 28.6 68 .8 71.5 10.0 16.6 70.0 
Tisbury 
----
5.2 11.1 5.2 88.8 84.3 3.5 7.1 85.7 
Natick 
----
15.8 41.6 4 2 .1 58.3 42.1 9.6 42.0 48.4 
Somerville 
---- ----
38.4 47.0 61.5 53.0 
----
43.3 56.6 
Newton 17.6 
__ .. _ 
5.8 18.2 
.. 
77.5 81.7 10.7 10.7 7 8 .6 
.:, 
TOTALS 5.p 4.3 14.8 35.9 73.3 67.1 4.8 20.0 70.4 
,;:; '/ 4 
TABLE XLVIII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 8 
4. My Parents Tell Me to Read Them if I Want to 
YA~ SnmA ~imes N Total II 
Some-
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
I Concord 8 .3 40.0 8.3 20.0 75.0 40.0 22.2 14.8 55.6 
Me lrose 57.1 66.6 21.4 11.1 14.3 22 .2 60. 8 17.4 17.4 
Welle s l ey 35.3 23 .1 17.6 
----
23 .5 69.2 30.0 10.0 43.3 
Reading 25.0 30 .0 25.0 20.0 50.0 40 .0 26 .6 23 .3 46.6 
Dedham 42 .8 55.5 19.0 11.1 38.1 33.3 46.6 16.6 36.6 
Brockton 28.6 18.7 7.1 25.0 64 . 2 50.0 23.3 16.6 56.6 
Winthrop (a) 12.5 30.7 25.0 7.7 62 . 5 61.5 20 .6 17.2 62.1 
Sharon 26.6 22.2 33.3 
----
40 .0 55.5 25.0 20 .8 45.8 
Winthrop(b) 50.0 20.0 21 .4 50.0 28.6 30.0 37.5 33.3 29.1 
Wayl and 25.0 42 .8 12.5 14.3 62.5 35 .7 33.3 13.3 50.0 
Tisbury 77.7 52.6 11.1 5.2 11.1 42.1 60.7 7.1 32.1 
Natick 25.0 15.8 8 .3 21.1 66 .6 47.3 19.3 16 .1 54.9 
Somerville 6.5 41.1 15 . 4 23.5 23.1 35 . 3 50.0 20.0 30.0 
Newton 23.5 18.2 35.3 18.2 41 .1 63.6 21 .4 28.5 50.0 
I TOTALS 34.4 31 . 9 19.6 16 .8 48 .3 53.0 33.3 18 .2 50.6 
\ 
·. "1.5 
-
TABLE XLIX 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRADE 8 
5. My Parents Buy Comic Books for Me 
Yes Sometin:e s No Total 
Some-
No ! Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times 
Concord 
----
6.6 16.6 53.3 75.0 53.3 3.7 27.8 63. 0 
.... 
Melrose 
---- ----
21.4 11.1 78.6 88 .8 
----
17.4 78 . 2 
Wellesley 
---.- ----
11.7 15.4 77.5 84 .6 
----
13.3 80.0 
Reading 5.0 
----
20.0 
----
75.0 D.oo .o 3 . 3 13.3 83 .3 
Dedham 19.0 11.1 19.0 11.1 
4 
61 .9 77.7 16.6 16 .6 66.6 
Brockton 7.1 6.2 21.4 43 .6 71.5 43 .6 6.6 33 ~3 56.6 
! 
Winth rop (a) 
---- ----
25 .0 30.7 75.0 62.2 
----
27.5 72.4 
Sharon 13 .3 
----
40.0 44 .4 46.6 55.5 8.3 41.6 50.0 
w:i.nthrop (b) 
---- ----
14.3 60.0 85.7 40.0 
----
33.3 66.6 
Wayland 
---- ----
18.7 14.3 68.8 85.7 
----
16.6 76.6 
Tisb~ry 22 . 2 10.5 33.3 31.7 33.3 42 .1 14.3 32. 1 39.3 
Natick 16.2 5.2 16.2 26.7 66.6 68.5 9 .6 22.6 67 .8 
Somerville 
----
11.7 45.1 47.0 53.8 41.1 6.6 46.6 46.6 
Newton 5~8 9 .1 29.4 18.2 6 4 .8 ·72.7 7.1 25.0 67.8 
'. 
I TOTAI .. S 5.7 4.6 22.5 29 , 7 67 .5 64.3 5.3 25 . 9 66.0 .r• 
/ 
-
·i6 I . .
I 
TABLE L 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRADE 8 
6. My Fath er Likes to Read Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
Some-
No I Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times 
Concord 16.6 13.3 16.6 33.3 66.6 53.3 14.8 22.2 59.3 
Melrose 7.1 11.1 28.6 22,2 64 .2 55.5 8.7 26.1 60.8 
!V'V'e11esley 
----
15.4 29 .4 7.7 58 .8 77.0 6.6 20.0 66.6 
Reading 10.0 
----
5.0 20.0 80.0 8 0.0 6.6 10.0 80.0 
Dedham 4.7 3 3 .3 38 .1 33.3 57.2 33.3 13.3 36.6 50.0 
Brockton 7.1 37.5 42.8 25.0 42.8 37.5 23.3 33.3 40.0 
;Vinth rop (a) 6.2 
----
25.0 7.7 50.0 84.6 3.4 17.2 65.5 
Sharon 6.6 
----
26.6 11.1 60.0 77.7 4.1 20.8 66.6 
Winthr op (b) 14.3 
----
21.4 40.0 64.2 60.0 8.3 37.5 62.5 
pNayland 12 .5 
----
12.5 21.4 75.0 71.5 6.6 16.6 73.3 
Tisbury 22 .2 10.5 33.3 31.7 33.3 42.1 14.3 32.1 3 9 .3 
,.~a tick 
----
10.5 8.3 26.7 91.6 58 .0 6.4 1 9 .3 71.0 
Somerville 23.1 23.5 53.8 29 .4 61.5 41.7 23.3 20.0 50.0 
Newton 23.5 9.1 23.5 9 .1 47.0 81.7 17.8 17.8 60.7 
I TOTALS 10.5 12 .4 22 .9 22.7 6 4 .2 56.3 11.4 22.8 61.0 
" 
I 
'-12 
TABLE LI 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 8 
7 • . Icy Mother Likes to Read Comic Book s 
Yes · Sometimes No Total 
Some-
I Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
I 
8.3 36 .6 91.6 Concord ---- ---- 93.3 
----
7.4 89.0 
' 
.1elrose 7.1 
----
14.3 ---- . 78 .6 100.0 4.3 8 .7 87.0 
JVel1es ley ---- ---- 5.8 15.4 82 .5 84.6 
----
10.0 83.3 
Reading ---- ---- ---- 10.0 95 .0 90.0 
----
3.,3 93.3 
Dedham 9 .5 
----
27 . 2 11 .1 52 . 4 88 .8 6 .6 23.3 70.0 
3rock ton ---- ---- 42 . 8 25 . 0 57.1 62 . 5 
----
33.3 60.0 
Vinth ro p (-a) 6 . 2 
----
12.5 
----
68 . 8 92 .4 3.4 6.9 79.3 
pharon 6. 6 
----
13.3 
----
80 .0 88 .8 4 .1 8 . 3 83.3 
rvinthron (b) 7.1 20 .0 
----
20 .0 85.7 60 .0 12.5 8 . 3 75.0 I -
6 .2 7.1 12.5 14.3 81.3 71.5 iVay1and 6.6 13.3 80 .0 
Pis bury 11 .1 5.2 11.1 21.1 77.7 68 .5 7.1 17 . 8 71.4 
Jatick ---- 5.2 8 .3 15 . 8 91.6 68 .5 3.2 12.9 77.5 
pomerville 7.7 5.8 15.4 17.6 77.0 77.5 6 .6 16. 6 7 6 .6 
~ewt on ---- ---- 17.6 9 .1 82.5 90.9 
----
14.3 8 5.7 I 
' TOTALS 4. 3 2.7 13 . 8 12.9 78 .2 79.0 3 .5 13.4 78 . 8 
.• i'/ 8 
TABLE LII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 8 
8. I Buy Most of the Comic Book s that I Read 
Yes Somet-imes No Total II 
.... 
Some-
II Boy Girl Boy Girl 
Boy Girl Yes times No 
Concord 91 .6 20 .0 25.0 20.0 8 .3 66.6 40.7 18.5 37.1 
Melrose 35.7 66 .6 21.4 11.1 42.8 22 .2 47.8 17.4 34.8 
Wellesley 58 .8 15.4 
----
30.7 29 .4 53.8 40.0 13.3 40.0 
Reading 50.0 70.0 
----
20.0 40 .0 10.0 56.5 6 .6 30.0 
Dedham 27.2 22.2 23.8 
----
47.6 77.7 26.6 J.G.6 56.6 
Bro ckt on 50.0 31.2 7.1 25.0 42.8 31 .2 40.0 ~6.6 36.6 
' 
Winthrop (a) 31.2 45 .1 18.7 23.1 43 .6 30.7 37.9 20.6 37.9 ! 
Sharon 46. 6 66.6 6.6 
----
46 .6 33.3 54 .2 : 4 -1 41.6 
Winth rop (b) 42.8 5 0 .0 14.3 20.0 42.8 30 .0 45 .8 16.6 37.5 
Wayland 18 .7 35.7 25.0 21.4 43.6 35 .7 26.6 23.3 40.0 
Tisbury 55.5 37.8 
---· 
21.1 44.4 26.7 42.8 14.3 32.1 1 
Natick 33.3 31.7 8 .3 21.1 58.3 42.1 32.3 16.1 48 .4 
Somerville 23.1 70.7 30.7 
---- 45.1 29 .4 50.0 13.3 :36 ;6 
Newton 35.3 36 .4 11.7 54.5 53.0 45.4 35 .7 28 .5 50.0 
TOTALS 40 .6 41.0 13.8 18.9 46.4 37. 3 40 .8 16.2 46 .2 11 
I I 
! 
! 
I 
'19 _ 
TABLE LIII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRADE 8 
9. I Exchange Comic Books 'II'Tith :My Friends 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
Some-
No II Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes time s 
Concord 25 .0 46.(;) 66.6 
----
8 .3 40.0 37 .1 29:.6 25 .9 
Melrose 50.0 22 . 2 7.1 33.3 42 .8 44.4 39.1 17.4 43.5 
iNel1es1ey 29 . 4 7.7 29.4 45.1 35.3 45 . 1 20.0 36.6 36 . 6 
Reading 50.0 40.0 15.0 20.0 35 .0 40 .0 46.6 16.6 36 . 6 
Dedh am 42.8 55 .5 38 .1 22 .2 19 .0 22 .2 46 . 6 33.3 20.0 
Brock ton 64 . 2 56.2 21.4 12.5 14 . 3 25 .0 60.0 16.6 .20.0 
Winthrop(a) 31.2 53 .8 56 .2 7.7 12.5 30 .7 41 . 4 34 .5 20 .6 
Sharon 66.6 33.3 20.0 22.2 13 . 3 44 .4 54.2 20 .8 25 .0 
Winthrop (b) 42 .8 60.0 7.1 30 .0 35 .7 10.0 50.0 16.6 25 .0 
Wayland 50 .0 50.0 12.5 14.3 37.5 35 .7 50.0 13 .3 36.6 
Tisbury 44.4 42 .1 33.3 26 .7 22.2 26.7 42.8 28 .5 25.0 
Natick 50 .0 42.1 16.6 37 . 8 33 .3 21.1 45.2 29 .0 25 . 8 
Somerville 61.5 64.8 15.4 29 . 4 23 .1 5.8 63.6 23.3 13.3 
Newton 58 .9 9 . 1 23 .5 63 .6 17.6 . 27.3 39 .3 39 . 3 21 .4 
'!j TOTALS 47.8 42. 7 26.8 25.9 25.3 28 .1 45.4 26 .4 26.7 
.. 8 0 
TABLE LIV 
STUDEI-rT QUESTIONNAI RE : GRADE 8 
10. Comi c Books Are More Exciting than i:jhe Movies 
Ye_a Sometimes No Total II 
.:>ome- 1
. \ I 
Boy Girl Boy.· Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
Concord 
---- ---- ----
13.3 JOO.O 86.6 
---- 7.4 88.9 
Melrose 
----
----
7.1 
----
85.7 100.0 
---- 4.3 91.4 
Wellesley 
---- ----
47.0 . 7.7 58 .8 92.4 
----
26.6 73.3 
Reading 
----
----
10.0 10.0 85.0 90 .0 
----
10.0 86 .6 
Dedham 4 .7 ---- 19.0 11.1 76.3 88 .8 3.3 16.6 80 .0 
Brockton 
---- ----
21.4 18.7 78. 6' 68.8 
----
20 .0 73.3 
Winthrop (a) 12.5 ---- 56.2 7.7 31.2 92.4 6.9 34.5 58 .7 
Sharon 
---- ----
13.3 
----
86 .6 99.9 
----
8.3 91 .6 
Wintbrop (b) 
----
---- 42.8 30.0 57.1 70.0 
----
37.5 62.5 
Wayland 
---- ----
6.2 7.1 93.8 92.8 
----
6.6 93. 3 
Tisbury 
----
5.2 11.1 15.8 88.8 78.0 3.5 ' 14 .3 82.2 
Nati ck 
---- ----
33.3 15.8 66.6 73.7 
----
22.6 71.0 
Somerville 
---- ----
83 .1 47.0 69.2 53.0 
----
36 .6 60.0 
Newt on 
---- ----
17.6 9 .1 77.5 90.9 
----
14.3 82.2 
I TOTAT.S 1.4 .5 22.0 15.1 75.3 81.2 1.0 18.6 78 .0 
I 
I 
di_ 
TABLE LV 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAI RE : GRADE .. 8 
11. I Would Rather Read Comic Books than Play 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes :some-times No 
.. 
Concord 
---- ---- ----
13.3 J.po.o 86.6 
----
7.4 88 .9 
Melrose 
---- ----
7.1 ---- 85 .7 100.0 
----
4 . 3 9i.4 
Vife llesley 
---- ----
47.0 7.7 58.8 92.4 
----
26.6 73. 3 
Reading 5.0 
---- ----
10.0 95 .0 90.0 3 .3 3.3 93.3 
Dedham 4.7 
----
19.0 11.1 76.3 88.8 3.3 16 .6 80. 0 
Brockton 
----
6.2 7.1 12.5 85 .7 68.8 3.3 10.0 76.6 
Winthrop (a) 
---- ----
25.0 38.4 75.0 61.5 ---- 31.0 69.0 
-
Sharon 
----
11.1 40.0 11.1 60 .0 66.6 4.1 29.1 62.5 
Winthrop (b) 
---- ----
14.3 40.0 85 .7 60 .0 ---- 29.1 75.0 
Wayland 6.2 
----
6.2 14.3 81.3 85.7 3.3 10.0 83.3 
Tisbury 
----
15 .8 33.3 15.8 66.6 63.2 10.7 21.4 64 .3 
Natick 
----
5.2 8.3 31.7 91 .6 58 .0 3.2 22.6 71.0 
Somerville 
---- ----
15.4 23.5 84 .6 77.5 
----
20.0 80 .0 
Newt on 
---- ----
17.6 
----
7715 90.9 
----
10.7 8 2.2 
I TOTALS .4 3.7 13.8 16.6 78 . 2 74. 6 2.0 15.7 76.5 
I 
. 
S2 
TABLE LVI 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRADE 8 
12. Comic Books Help Me with My School Work 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
II 
Some- I B_Qy_ Girl Bqy Girl . Boy Girl Yes times No Concord 20.0 100.0 80. 0 ' ---- ---- ----
----
.ll • .l -e b .0 
Melrose 
---- ----
28 .6 22.2 71.5 66.6 
----
26.1 69.6 
Wellesley 
----
----
41.0 53.8 35.3 45 .1 
----
46.6 40.0 
Reading 10.0 
----
35.0 50.0 55.0 40.0 6.6 40.0 50.0 
Dedham 4 .7 11.1 33.3 33.3 57.2 55.5 6.6 33.3 56.6 
Brockton 
---- ---- 28.6 50.0 71.5 50.0 
----
40.0 60.0 
Winthrop (a) 6.2 
----
56.2 30.7 37.5 53;8 3.4 48.3 44.8 
Sharon 
---- ----
46 .6 11.1 53.3 77:.7 
----
33.3 70.9 
Winth rop (b) 7.1 
----
50.0 60.0 42.8 40 .0 4.1 54.2 41.6 
Wayland 
---- ----
25.0 28 .6 75.0 71.5 
----
26.6 73.3 
Tisbury 
----
5.2 22.2 52.6 77.7 37.8 3.5 42.8 50.0 
Natick 
----
5.2 50 .0 31.7 50.0 52.6 3.2 38.8 51.6 
Somerville 7.7 5.8 38.4 77.5 7.7 17.6 6.6 60.0 36.6 
Newton 
---- 9.1 23.5 9.1 58.8 81.7 3.5 25.0 67.8 
I 
TOTALS 2.8 2.7 35.8 38.3 59.5 51.8 2.7 37.1 55.8 
' 8 3 .. . .. 
TABLE LVII 
STUDENT QUESTI ONNAIRE : GRADE 8 
13. Comic Books Are Good for Small Children 
But Are Too Young for Me 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
I 
Some-
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
Concord 16.6 6.6 33.3 26.6 50.0 66 :~6 11.1 29.6 59.3 
' 
Melrose 14.3 11.1 14.3 44 .4 71.5 44.4 13.0 26.1 60.8 
Wellesley 11.7 7.7 29.5 15.4 47.0 77.0 10.0 23.3 60 .0 
Raading 10,0 
----
15.0 3 0.0 60.0 60.0 6.6 20.0 60.0 
Dedham 14.3 22.2 27.2 44.4 52.4 33.3 16.6 33.3 46.6 
Brockton 7.1 6.2 14.3 18.7 85.7 62.5 6.6 16.6 70.0 
tlinthrop (a) 12.5 7.7 37.5 15.4 50.0 77.0 10.3 27.5 62.1 
Sharon 
---- ----
20.0 
----
73.3 89.9 
----
16.6 83.3 
Ninthrop (b) 14.3 
----
14.3 20.0 71.5 80.0 8 .3 16.6 75.0 
?layland 
---- ----
18.7 14.3 81.3 78.6 
----
16.6 89.0 
Tisbury 
----
10.5 22.2 26.7 77.7 63.2 7.1 25.0 67.8 
Natick 8.3 5.2 8.3 2l.l 83.3 68.5 6.4 16.1 74.3 
Somerville 
---- ----
23.1 58 .8 77.0 41.1 
----
43.3 56.6 
Newton 5.8 
----
11.7 
----
82.5 100.0 3.5 7.1 89.3 
I 
.I -TOTALS 8 .6 5.4 21.1 2 4 . 3 62.2 64. 8 7.1 22.6 65.5 1/ ··~"' I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
' · . ,i'J'4: 
·· ·· ·. 
TABLE LVIII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 8 
14. I Look at the Pictures in Comic Books 
But Do Not Read the Words 
' 
Yes Sometime~: No Total I 
Boy 
:sene-Boy Girl Girl Boy G"irl Yes times No 
Concord 
---- ----
50.0 20.0 50.0 80.0 
---- 33.3 66.6 .· 
Melrose 
---- ----
'7 .. 1 11.1 85.'7 '7'7.1 
----
8.7 83.6 
Wellesley 5.8 
----
1'7.6 15.4 '70.'7 84.6 3.3 16.6 '70.0 
Reading 
---- ----
20.0 10.0 80.0 90.0 
---- 16.6 83.3 
Dedham 9.5 
----
14.3 11.1 76.3 88.8 6.6 13.3 80.0 
Brockton 
---- ----
14.3 18.'7 85.'7 '75.0 
---- 16.6 80.0 
Ninthrop (a) 
---- ----
25.0 7.'7 '75.0 69.2 
---- 1'7.2 72.4 
Sharon 
---- ----
26.6 22.2 60.0 66.6 
---- 25.0 62.5 
lwinthrop(b) '7.1 
----
14.3 
----
'71.5 100.0 4.1 8.3 83.3 
Wayland 
---- ----
12.5 35.'7 8'7.5 64.2 
----
23.3 43.3 
Tisbury 
----
5.2 22.2 21.1 '7'7.'7 68.5 3.5 21.4 71.4 
Natick 16.6 
----
41.6 31.'7 41 .6 6815 6.4 35.5 58.1 
Somerville 
---- ----
30.'7 5.8 69.2 94.2 
----
16.6 50.0 
Newton 
---- ----
5.8 18.2 ~8.3 8.'7 
----
10.7 50.0 
TOTALS 2.8 .5 20.6 1'7.3 1'74.2 '7'7.4 1.7 19.0 '76.6 11 
I 
•. 8 5 __ ,_ _. 
TABLE LIX I 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 8 
15. I Like Comic Books Becaus e They Are Easy to Read 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
. ··-
:some-
II Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes time s No 
-Concord 
___ _. 
33.3 
----
33.3 100.0 33 .3 18.5 14.8 63.3 
Melro s e 21.4 
---- ----
22.2 78.6 66.6 13 .0 8.7 73.9 
Wellesley 29.4 
----
17.6 15.4 41.0 84.6 16.6 16.6 60.0 
Readin g 35.0 20.0 5.0 10.0 60.0 70.0 30.0 6.6 63.6 
Dedham 14 . 3 
----
27.2 22.2 52.4 77.7 10.0 26.6 70.0 
Brockton 21 .4 6.2 7.1 18.7 71.5 75.0 13.3 13.3 7 3 .3 
Winthrop {a) 
----
15.4 37.5 23.1 56 . 2 61.5 6.9 31 .0 58 .7 
Sharon 20.0 
----
6.6 22.2 73 .3 77.7 12.5 12.5 75 .0 
Winthrop (b) 28 . 6 10.0 7.1 
----
57.1 90 .0 20 .8 4 .1 70 .9 
Wayland 6.2 14.3 6.2 14.3 87.5 71.5 10.0 10.0 so.o 
Tisbury 22.2 31.7 11 .1 1 0 .5 66 .6 52.6 28 .5 10 .7 57.2 
Natick 33.3 21.1 8 .. 3 26.7 58 .3 47.3 25 . 8 19.3 51.6 
Somerville 38.4 11.7 
----
17.6 61.5 70.7 23 .3 10. 0 66.6 
Newton 
----
9 .1 29.4 
----
64 .• 8 90.9 3 .5 17.8 75.0 
I 
TOTALS 19.1 11 .3 12.9 16.7 64.5 64.4 15.4 14.7 64 .5 1 
-
II 
-
I 
•·. 
""a:; 
I 
TABLE LX 
STUD~~ QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 8 
16. I Find Us ef'ul I nf'ormation in Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No Tot al I 
.. 
;some-
I Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Gi r l Yes t imes No 
Concord 16.6 6. 6 41. 6 40.0 41.6 53 . 3 11 .1 37 .1 49 .2 
Melros e 7.1 
----
57 .1 55.5 35 .7 4 4 . 4 4 .3 56 . 6 39.1 
We l lesley 11 .7 
----
64.8 38 . 4 23 .5 61 .5 6.6 53 . 3 40.0 
Readi ng 15.0 10.0 50 .0 50.0 35 .0 40.0 13 . 3 50.0 36 .6 
Dedham 4 .7 22 . 2 52. 4 33 .3 42. 8 44 . 4 10 .0 46. 6 43 . 3 
Br o ckton 21 .4 
----
57 .1 75 .0 21 . 4 18 .7 10 .0 66 .6 20 .0 
Wi nthrop (a) 6 . 2 
----
81.3 53 . 8 12 . 5 38 . 4 3 .4 69 . 0 24 .1 
Sharon 6 .6 
----
66 . 6 44 . 4 26 .6 44 . 4 4 . 1 58 . 4 33 . 3 
Wi nthrop (b) 28 . 6 
----
50.0 90 .0 14 . 3 10 . 0 16 . 6 16 . 6 1 2 . 5 
Wayl and 18 .7 
----
31 . 2 64 . 2 50 . 0 35 .7 10 .0 46 . 6 43 . 3 
Ti sbur y 11.1 5 .2 55 . 5 63 . 2 33 . 3 31 .7 7.1 60 .7 32 . 1 
Natick 8 . 3 5. 2 75 . 0 52 .6 16 . 3 42 .1 6 .4 6 . 3 32 . 3 
Somervi l l e 
----
17 .6 8 4 .6 70.7 
----
11 .7 1 0 . 0 7 6 . 6 6. 6 
Newton 23 .5 18 . 2 35 .3 27 . 3 35 . 3 54 .5 21.4 32 .1 42 . 8 
II TOTALS 12 . 9 5. 9 57. 0 54 . 6 2817 36 . 1 9 .6 55 .9 32 . 21 
- I 
I 
I 
· "' 
cl7J 
TABLE LXI 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRADE 8 
17. Comic Books Teach Me to Be a Go od Citizen 
I 
Yes Somet iJ:re s No Total I 
I 
;:;orne-
No II Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times 
f-i Oncord 8.3 20.0 33.3 20.0 58.3 53.3 14.8 25.8 55. j 
Melrose 7.1 21.4 33 .3 71.5 66.6 4.3 
---- 26.1 69 • . 
vVel1es1 ey 5.8 
----
47.0 38 .4 41.5 61.5 3.3 43.3 50.~ 
Reading 5.0 45.0 60.0 50.0 3 0 .0 3.3 50.0 
---- 4 3 . , 
Dedham 9.5 38.1 4 4 .4 52.4 55 .5 6. 6 40.0 ---- 53 3 
Brockton 21.4 6.2 35.7 62.5 42.8 25.0 13. 3 50.0 
• I 
3 3 . 3 
Ninth rop (a) 
---- ----
68 .8 45.1 31.2 45.1 
---- 5 8 .7 37. J 
Sharon 20.0 11.1 33.3 55.5 4 6 .6 3 3 .3 16.6 41.6 41.6 
lrvinthrop (b) 21.4 ---- 35.7 80.0 35.7 20.0 1 2.5 54. 2 29. ~ 
7.1 31.2 35.7 43.6 57.1 5o.d Vay 1and 25.0 16.6 3 3 .3 
risbucy ·11.1 21.1 22.2 52.6 66.6 2 6.7 17.8 42 .8 '"" 9 , 0 .l 
Natick 33.3 
----
33.3 42.1 3 3 .3 52.6 12.9 38.8 45.:: 
~omerville 7.7 17.6 45.1 70.7 38.4 17.6 13.3 60.0 26 . E 
ewton 17.6 9.1 41.1 36.4 41.1 54.5 14.3 39.3 46.EI 
TOTALS 1 2 .9 7.5 39 .. 2 48 .1 47.7 41.6 10.4 43.4 44 . ~ 
,. 
·· ··· 
.,_ 
·-
\ d 8 
TABLE LXII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAI RE: GRADE 8 
18. Comic Books Glamorize Crime 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
Some-
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times IJ.o 
Concord 33 .3 26 . 6 33 .3 20.0 33.3 53.3 29.6 25 .8 44.5 
Melrose 28 . 6 ---- 21 .4 33 . 3 50.0 66.6 17.4 26.1 56.6 
~Jellesley 23 .5 15.4 53 .0 38 .4 - 23.5 45 .1 20.0 46 . 6 33.3 
Reading 45 .0 70.0 25.0 30. 0 20.0 ---- 53.3 26.6 13.3 
Dedham 47 .6 ---- 27.2 44 . 4 23.8 55.5 3 3 .3 33 .3 33.3 
Brockton 64 .2 50 .0 21.4 18.7 14 . 3 25.0 5 6 .6 20.0 20.0 
Winthrop (a ) 25 .0 23.1 18.7 23 .1 50.0 53.8 24 .1 20 .6 51 .7 
Sharon 20.0 22.2 26 .6 22 . 2 26 . 6 55.5 20.8 25.0 37.5 
YJ inthrop (b) 28,6 10.0 50.0 10 .0 21.4 80 .0 20 . 8 33 . 3 45 .8 
Wayland 25 .0 28 .6 ---- 14.3 75.0 50 .0 26.6 6.6 63.6 
Tisbury 11.1 37. 8 33 . 3 26.7 55 .5 21.1 28 .5 28.5 32 .1 
Natick 25 .0 31 .7 25 .0 21 .0 50 .0 37 . 8 29 .0 22 . 6 42 .0 
Somerville 30 .7 29 . 4 61 . 5 41.1 7.7 29 .4 30.0 50.0 20.0 
Nev1ton 23 .5 27.3 17.6 45 .4 58.8 27 . 3 25.0 28.5 46.4 
TOTALS 32.0 28.1 29 .2 - 27 .o 37 .8 40.4 30.2 28 . 2 39 .1 1 
" 
' 
' 
I ' .' d9 . 
TABLE LXIII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRADE 9 
1. I Like to Read Comic Books 
Ye s Sometimes No Total II 
Boy.,,:. ·Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes Some No I _t_imes 
Medford 45.5 37.5 50.0 62.5 4.5 
----
43 . 4 53.4 3.3 
Somervi lle 54.6 25.8 35.4 58.1 2.4 12.9 42.7 45 . 3 6.7 ( 2 classes 
TOTALS 51 .5 28.2 40.9 59 .0 3 . 3 10.2 42 . 8 47 .6 5.7 
TABLE LXIV 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIHE: GRADE 9 
2. I Read Them Regularly 
. 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
I 
II 
0ome-
II 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
.. 
\ Medf ord 18.2 
----
2? .2. 37 .5 54. 5 62. 5 13.3 30 . 0 56.7 
Somerville 15.9 6 . 5 27.3 12.9 52.3 80 .6 12 .0 21.4 64.1 (2 cla s ses ) 
TOTALS 16.7 5.1 27.3 15.3 53 .1 77.0 12.3 22 . 8 61.8 / 
I 
I 
-
~0 
TABLE LXV 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 9 
3. My Parents Forbid Me to Read Comic Books 
Yes . 3ometimes No · Total 
Some-
I Boy Girl 13-oy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
Medford 9 .1 
----
18 .2 50.0 68 .2 50.0 6 .7 13. 3 80.0 
\ 
Somerville 11.4 3 .3 ,;13.7 9 .7 70.5 82.1 8.1 12.0 77.4 
(2 clas ses) 
I TOTALS 10.6 2 . 5 15.1 7.7 69.7 79.5 7.6 12.3 76.1 
TABLE LXVI 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAI RE : GRADE 9 
4. My Parents Tell Me to Read Them if I Want to 
' 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
Some-
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
Med.ford 27.2 25.0 9 .1 25.0 63.6 50.0 26.8 13.3 60.0 
Somerville 38.8 51.6 13 .7 6.5 43.2 41.9 44.1 10.6 42.7 
2 classes ) 
TOTALS 34 .9 46.2 12.1 10.2 50 .0 43 .6 39.0 11.4 47.6 II 
-
I 
-· · 
- . 
8:l 
-~ ~ · 
TABLE. LXVII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAI RE : GRADE 9 
5. My Parents Buy Comic Books for Me 
Yes · Sometimes No Total I 
Boy Girl Boy GiPl Boy GirJ Yes 
00me-
No I times .. 
~edford 9.1 12.5 
----
12.5 91.0 75.0 13.3 3.3 : '76.7 
Somerville 4.6 0 18.2 9.7 
. 2 classes) 
75.0 87.2 2.8 14.7 : 81.4 
TOTALS 6.0 2.5 12.1 10.3 80.3 97.3 4.7 11.4 82. '?1 
TABLE LXVIII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 9 -
6. I'f'ty Father Lil{es to Read Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
Some-
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes t 'imes No 
Jiedford 4.5 1 2 .5 27.2 25.0 63.6 62.5 6.7 26.8 67.7 
Somerville 6.8 3.3 20.4 1 2 .9 68.3 8 0.6 5.2 17.3 73.4 
12 classes) 
-
TOTALS 6.0 5.1 2 2 .7 15.3 66.7 77.0 5.7 20.0 70.5 
'·' 
•" ::}2 
TABLE LXIX 
I 
STUDENT QUESTimlliAIRE: GRADE 9 
7. My Mother Likes to Read Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
I 
I 
Some-
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes tines No 
l'iedford 
---- ----
9 .1 1 2 .5 72.8 87.5 
----
10.0 76.7 
t3omerville 0 3.3 11. 4 9.7 84 .7 80.6 1.3 11.7 82.7 ~ cla sses) . ( 
TOTALS 
----
2.5 10.6 10.2 80.,3 82 .1 .9 10.4 81 .0 
TABLE LXX 
STUDENT QUESTI ONNAIRE: GRADE 9 
8. I Buy Most of the- Comic Books That I Read 
Yes Somet imes No Total I 
Some-
No I Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes t i.J.--nes 
11edford 31.8 
----
13.6 62.5 54.5 37.5 23.3 26.7 50.0 
t3omerville 34 .1 29.1 - 11.4 19.4 54.6 51.6 32.0 14.7 52.4 ( 2 classes) 
TOTALS., 33.3 23.0 12.1 28.2 54.6 48.7 28.7 19 .3 5£.7 1[ 
.. 
.. 
...... : 
·-.1.. ~ . 
~3 
TABLE LXXI 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 9 
9. I Exchange Comic Books With My Friends 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Gir Yes Some- No I times 
Medford 27.2 12.5 31.8 50.0 40.8 37.5 23.3 36.7 40.0 
Somerville 34.1 22.6 27.3 25.8 27.3 51.6 29.3 26.7 37.4 
2 clas ses) 
I TOTALS 31.8 20.5 28 .8 30.8 31. 8 48.7 27.6 29.4 38.1 I 
' 
TABLE •LXXII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 9 
10. Comic Bo6ks Are More Exciting Than t he Mo vies 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
I Some-
II Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes times No 
Medford 
---- ----
9.1 12.5 86.5 87.5 
----
10.0 86.6 
Somerville 2.9 0 13.7 22.6 89.6 77.5 1.3 17.3 78.6 
2 classes) 
I TOTALS 1.5 
----
12.1 20~5 81.8 79 .5 .9 15.2 80.9 
! 
I 
I 
TABLE L.LXIII 
I 
STUDENT QUESTI ONNAI RE : GRADE 9 
! 
11. I Would Rather RJad Comic Book s Than Pl ay I . 
Ye s I Somet :pnes No Total 
I Boy Girl Bov Girl Boy Gi r l .Yes ~~me-t ~me s No 
Medford 
---- ---- ----
12 . 5 8 6 .5 87.5 
----
3 . 3 8 6. 6 
Somerville 2 . 9 6 .5 4 . 6 3 . 3 82 .0 80 . 6 4 . 0 4 .0 81 . 4 
2 c lasses) 
TOTALS 1.5 5 . 1 3 . 3 5. 1 83 . 4 82 . 2 2 . 8 3 . 8 82. 7 
1 2 . 
TAJE LXXI V 
STUDENT QUEST~ONNAIRE : GRADE 9 
Comic Book s HelJ Me Wi t h My School Work 
I 
Yes Somet i mes No Tot a l 
Boy Girl Boy Gir l Boy Gir l Yes l ~ ome- No times 
• 
Medfor d 4.5 
----
40 .8 25. 0 54 . 5 62 . 5 3 . 3 36 .7 60 .0 
Somerville 4 . 6 6 . 5 34.1 48 . 5 5 9 . 2 41.9 5 . 2 40 . 0 52 .0 
(2 clas ses ) 
TOTALS 4 .5 5 . 1 36 . & 44 . 6 57 .6 46 . 2 4 .7 3 9 .1 53 . 3 
-
TABLE LXXV 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAI RE : GRADE 9 
13. Comic Bo oks Are Good f or Small Ch ildren 
But Ar e Too Young f o r Me 
Ye s Somet ime s No Total 
Boy Gi r l Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes Some-t i me s 
f',·ledford 13 .6 
----
36. 3 62 . 5 40 . 8 37.5 10 .0 43. 4 
Somervi lle 18 .2 3 . 3 13 .7 38 . 9 61.5 58 .1 1 2 .0 25 .0 
2 class ~s ) 
TOTALS 16 . 8 2 .5 21 . 2 44 .6 54 . 6 53 . 8 11 .4 29 . 5 
TABLE LXXVI 
STUDEN"T QUESTI ONNAI RE : GRADE 9 
' 1 4 . I Look a t t h e Pi c ture s in Comic Books 
But Do Not Read t h e Words 
Yes Somet ime s No Tot a l 
Boy Girl ~oy Gir l Boy Girl Yes Some-lt imes 
Me dfor d 4.5 
----
~1.8 
----
63 .6 87.5 3.3 23.3 
Somer v i lle 0 3 . 3 P-3 .7 22 .6 77. 3 67.7 1 .3 20.0 
2 c las s e s ) 
I 
II TOTALS 1 . 5 2. 5 U-9 .7 23.0 72 .7 71 . 8 1.9 20.9 
-
No 
46. 6 
60.0 
54.3 
No 
46 .6 
7 4 . 6 
7 2 . 3 
I 
,.· u\5 
... - -..J 
~f; 
TABLE LY..XVII 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE : GRADE 9 
15. I Like Comi c Books Because They -__ Are Easy to Read 
' 
Ye s Sometime s No Total I 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes Some-times No 
.Tedford 13.6 
----
36.3 
----
54.5 87.5 10 .. 0 26.6 63.3 
Bomerville 11 .4 12 . 9 15.9 12.9 66.0 74 .2 12.0 1 6 .0 69.3 
2 classes) 
TOTALS 12.1 10.2 22 .7 10.2 62.1 77.0 11.4 18 .1 67.6 
TABLE LXXVIII 
STUDENT QUESTI ONNAIRE : GRADE 9 
16. I Find Useful Information in Comic Books 
Yes Sometimes No Total 
Some-Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Ye s times No 
edford 13.6 
----
40.8 50.0 40.8 50.0 10.0 43.3 46.6 
.omerville 25.0 9.7 46. 8 80 .6 25.0 9 .7 18.7 61.4 18 .7 
2 clas ses) 
TOTALS 21.2 7.7 45.5 74. 3 30.3 17.9 16.2 56.2 25.7 
. 
I 
I 
- :::Y7 
' -
TABLE LXXIX 
STUDENT (iUESTIONNAIRE: GRADE 9 
17. Comic Books Teach Me- to Be a Good Citizen 
Yes Sometimes - No Total I 
Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes Some- No times 
~/I edford 13.6 
----
27.2 25-.0 59.2 '75.0 10.0 26.6 63 .-.3 
Somerville 20.4 9.7 41.0 48 .5 34.1 41.9 16.0 4 4 .0 37.4 
112 classes) 
I TOTALS 18.2 7.7 36.4 43.6 42.4 48.7 14.3 39.3 44.7 1 
TABLE LXXX 
STUDENT QUESTI ONNAI RE : GRADE 9 
18. Comic Books Glamorize Crime 
Yes Sometimes No Total I 
0ome- I Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Yes t imes No 
I 
[edford 45.5 12.5 36.3 62 .5 18.2 12.5 36 .7 43 .4 20.0 
~omerville 
f 2 classes) 
36.4 41.9 20.4 22.6 41.0 35 .5 38.7 2l.3 38 .4 
II 
I 
TOTALS 39.4 35.9 25. 8 30.8 3.3.4 30.8 38 .1 27.6 32.4 
I 
TABLE LXXXI 
Number of Comic Books Read per Month 
According to Father's Occupat ion 
( 689 Questionnaires ; 27 Schools) 
1. Professional and Man agerial Occupations 6 1 2 .22 
2 . Clerical and Sales Oc cupations 6 ••.•..•.••• 10.06 
3. Services Occupations6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 19. 42 
4. Agricu l t ural, Fishing , Fqre s t ry , 
and Kin dred : Gccupation so ••••••••••••••••• 15. 56 
5. Skilled Occupationss •••••••••••••••••••••• 17. 8 6 
6. Semi- Skill ed Occupations6 ••••••••••••••••• 1 4 . 32 
7. Non- Skill ed Oc cupations~ •••••••••••••••••• 1 8 . 47 
6Job Analysis and I nformation Section Div'i sion of Stand~ 
and Re search , Dictionarv of Occunational Titles , Washing ton,n.cJ 
United States Government Printing Offic e , June, 1939 . 
The task of clas s ification according to father's occupa-
tion was made possible by using the Dictionary of Occupational 
Titles. This book clas s ifies twenty-nine thousand different 
occupations under the seven categorie s shown on t he previous 
.. 
page. Of the six hundr.ed and eighty-nine papers that li s ted 
the fat her's occupation, more than one hundred variou s occupa-
tions were li sted. 
This table pr ovides u s with general information but is 
not drastic or extreme. The ch ildr en whose f athers .are 
engaged in clerical or sales work r ead the least number of 
comi c books followed by those whose fathers hold profes s ional 
and managerial positions, the greatest nu~ber of book s being 
read by children whose fathers ar e in service occupat i ons, 
followed cl o sely by t h e chj_l dr en of fathers employed in non-
skil led occupations. 
No survey of thi s type has been made, but it ·was tak en 
for granted that t he ch ildren from wealthy backgrounds read 
fewer comic books t han ch il±ren from other f amil ies. The 
t eachers in t he i r check list do no t bear this out but wish 
the dis tinction t o be made between wealth and culture. 
1.00 
TABLE LXXXII 
Ten Comic Books Most Frequently Mentioned 
Times 
Number Mentioned Comic~ 
1 206 Classic Comics 
2 200 Donald Duck 
3 159 True Comics 
4 148 Arch ie 
5 134 Patsy Walker 
6 110 Looney Toons & Merrie Melodies 
7 114 Walt Disney (Comics) 
8 103 Crime (Comics) 
9 103 Crime Does Not Pay 
10 99 Rov Rogers 
TABLE LXXXIII 
Ten Comic Books Most Frequent-ly Mentioned .!?.Y. Boys 
Times 
Number Mentioned Comic Book 
1 146 Classic Comics 
2 126 Donald Duck 
3 116 True Comics 
4 79 Crime Does Not Pay 
5 76 Walt Disney 
6 75 Crime (Comics ) 
7 65 Superman 
8 63 Roy Rogel!s 
9 
' 
60 Looney Toons & Merrie Mel odie .. 
10 59 Sports (Comics) 
TABLE LX.,UIV 
Ten Comic Books Most Frequently Mentioned .2;r Girls 
Times 
Number I•i1ent ioned Comic Book 
1 130 Patsy Walker 
2 114 Archie 
.3 74 Donald Duck 
4 .·. 70 Miss Ameri ca 
5 67 T•.tlillie the Model 
6 50 Looney Toons & Merrie MeJ.cdi..e . 
'7 44 Little LuLu 
8 43 True Comics 
9 38 Walt Disney (Comics) 
10 33 Bugs Bunny 
TABLE LXXXI! 
Five Comic Books Mentioned Most Frequently 
First EY_· Boys 
Comic Book Times Mentioned 
Classic Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Walt Disney •••••••••••••••••••••.•• 32 
Crime Does Not Pay ••••••••••••••••• 29 
True Comics ....................... ·-28 
Crime • • • . . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • 22 
TABLE L:XJCA'VI 
Five Comic Books Mentioned Mo st Frequently 
Fir>st £;[ Girls 
Comic Book Times Mentioned 
Patsy Walker •••••••••••••••••••••••• 51 
Archie • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • • 30 
- ~!I iss At"11.erica ••••••••••••••••••••••• 26 
Donald Duck ••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 23 
Bugs Bunny • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. • • . 17 
TABLE LLVCVII 
Five Comi c Books Mentioned Most Frequently 
Second £y:, Boy s 
Comic Book Times Mentioned 
True Comics •... ·. • . . . . • . • • • . . . . . . . . • • 39 
Classic Comics •••••••••••••••••••••• 28 
Doriald Duel{ • • . . • • • • • . . • . . . . . • . • . . . • 28 
Crime 
Crime 
Does Not Pay .................. . 
. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
TABLE LXJL'\VIII 
25 
20 
F ive Comic Books Mention ed Mo s t Frequent l y 
Second by Girls 
Comic Book 
Arch i e And rews 
Times Men tioned 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
Donald Duck • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 26 
Patsy Walker···~··················· 26 
Mill ie the Mode l ••••••••••••••••••• 25 
Clas s ic Comi c s ••••••••••••••••••••• 17 
1.04 
TABLE LXXXI X 
Five Comic Books Mentioned Mo st Frequently 
Third 2x, Boy s 
Comic Book 
Classic Comics 
True Comics 
Times Mentioned 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 
Bug s Bunny • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 17 
Crime ••...........•.....••.....•..•• 17 
Donald D11c k • . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 17 
TABLE XC 
Five Comic Books Mentioned Most Frequently 
Third 2x, Girls 
Comic Book 
Patsy Walker 
Time s Mentioned 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Miss A.rneric a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Millie the Model ••••••••••••••••••• 
Archie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Classic Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19 
18 
17 
15 
14 
TABLE XC I 
Five Comic Book s Mentioned Most Freguently 
Fourth £:!_ Boys 
Comi c Book Times Ment;oned 
Roy Rogers • • • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • 21 
Donald Duck ••........•......•..... 17 
Superman . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 16 
True Comics . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Classic Comics •••••••••••••••••.••• 14 
TABLE XCII 
Five Comic Books Mentioned Mo s t Frequently 
Fourth £:!_ Girls 
Comic Book Times Mentioned 
Archie • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Patsy Walker •••••••...••.•••.•••••• 18 
Little Lulu ........................ 13 
Millie the Model ••••••••••••••••.•• 11 
Looney Toons & Merrie Melod ies ••••• 9 
• 
TABLE XCIII 
Five Comic Book s Mentioned Mo st Fr eauently 
Fifth by Boys 
Comic Book Times Mentioned 
Classic Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Dona_ld_ w ck . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1 9 
Su p errnEtn • . • • • . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . • • • . • . • 1 4 
.£-4.rc h ie ••.•.•.••...•••••...•....•..• 1 2 
Walt Disney ••••••••••••••.••••••••• ll 
TABLE XC IV 
F ive Comic Books Ment ioned Most Frequently 
Fifth bv Girls 
_..._ 
Comic Book Times Mentioned 
Patsy Wal ker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 
Archie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Roy Rogers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 10 
~:1iss America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Classic Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
107. 
l 
:l.U8 
I TABLE XCV 
I 
Total Number of Comic Books and Frequenc;y: Mentioned 
I 
Number of Number of Times Number of Number of Ttmes 
Comic Books Mentioned Comic Bool{s lf!entioned 
1 206 1 51 
1 200 1 44 
1 159 1 42 
1 148 1 39 
1 134 1 37 I 
1 114 1 35 
1 110 1 34 
2 103 1 33 
I 1 99 1 32 
II 1 93 2 31 
1 89 1 30 
I 1 71 1 29 
I 1 70 3 28 
1 68 3 27 
1 66 1 26 
1 65 2 22 
1 57 1 19 
I 1 52 4 18 
I (Continued on following page ) 
-
~~ 09 
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TABLE XCV (Cont.) 
I Number of Number of Times Number of Nu.mber of Times 
eomic Books Ment ioned Comic Books Mentioned 
2 16 5 8 
3 15 9 7 
2 14 12 6 
2 13 13 5 
1 12 14 4 
5 11 24 3 
8 10 27 2 
3 9 55 1 
231 Different Comic Books 
Were Mentioned by 
896 Pupils 
-
Lest we t hink that t h ere are but a few comic book s on 
t he mark et. , l et us l ook at t h e r esults. By actual count, 
eight hundred and ninety -six pu n ils mentioned two hundred 
and t h i rty- one different comi c books in answer to the last 
question ask ing them to list t he ir five f avorite comic books. 
We find that the bovs prefer red "Class ics 11 "Walt Di s n ey 11 ~ · · - ' f · ' 
"True ," "Crime ," "Super , 11 "Cowboy ,n and "Sport" comics in 
t hat order . The g irls , on t h e other hand , favored !!Teen 
Age ," "Walt Disney , 11 "Glamou r," and 11 True" comics. 
We could not p o ss ibly discuss a ll o f the comi c books 
list e d , ·but it would be well to i nvestigate the top ten. 
11 Cl ass ic Comic s , 11 the first cho ic e , men t ioned t '.vo hun-
dred and s i x times , are t he comic-book v ers ions of fift y of 
the more p opu l ar n ovels usually r eo_ui r ed in h i gh or j unior 
high sch ool En gli s h cours es . The most popular of these , 
11 Ii!a nhoe , 11 has sold more than twenty million c op ie s . 
"Dona ld Duck , 11 a Walt Di s n ey comic, was a very close 
secon d , be i n g menti oned t wo hundred time s . Donald is a 
long standing WDrl d f avorite . This ani mated animal cartoon 
is known by most pe oples in even the remote corners of t h e 
worl d. Donald i s cons t ant ly pro je c t i n g h i mself i nt o trouble 
by means of h i s gl j_b and all too free tongue . Listed in 
sixth and seventh places were 11Looney Toons and r~:e rrie 
Melod. i es " and all Walt Disney comi c s ; also , ani :::nated ani ma l 
c a rtoons . The f o r mer is an out g rowt h of Warner BI•others 
movie c artoons, while Walt Disney 's cartoons are so well 
knmm and popular that they have been ad apt e d and incor-
porated i nto many typ es of pro gra..ms and t oys fo r c h ildren . 
No one has ever condemned t he Walt Disney comics, and many 
are dist~~bed when they are cla s s ified as comics. 
11 True 11 comic s are the direct re sult of an effort on 
the part o f Parents Magazine to counter ac t the s o-called b ad 
comics. Thi s effort has met with marked succes s as may b e 
judged by its Number Thre e position in this pol l. The book 
has true feature stories of sports, history , movies, and 
other subjects t hat might int erest t h e ch ild . This ma gazine 
has a strong list of Advisory Editor s . Several a re listed 
below : 
Karl s . Bernhardt, As s ocia te Profe s s or of Psychology, 
University of Toronto, Canada. 
Arthur T. Jersild , Professor of Education, Teach ers 
College, Colwnbia University. 
George H. Gal lup , Director, Institute of Public Opinion. 
David S . Mus s ey, Profes s or Emeritus of History, 
Columbi a Univer s ity . 
Clara Littled a le Savage , Editor, Parents Magazin e . 
The Very Reverend Monsignor Frederick G. Hochwalt, 
Director, Department of Educ at ion, 
National Catholic .. Welfare Conference. 
Rudolf Modley, President, Executive Research, Inc. 
Daniel C. Knowlton, Professor of Educ a tion, Social Studie 
Department, New Yorlt University. 
I 
I 
I 
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"Archie 11 and "Patsy Walke r," the fourth and fifth 
choices may be classed under t he same heading for they 
both deal with the same p roblems and the same ages, but 
the l eading characters are of differ ent sexes. Archie is 
a high school boy who seems to have more trouble than most 
or pe rhaps he has all the troubles of all t he t een-age boys: 
school, marks, s ports, mowin~ the lawn, cleaning the cellar, 
getting the family car, and dates. Patsy Walker is the 
feminine counterpart of Archie. 
Ei ghth and ninth places are taken by ''Crime Comics," 
and the most p opular o f the series, "Crime Does Not Pay ." 
The different issues of this book are endorsed by some 
\, 
p ol i ce official or ex offi~ial. They try to show how the 
criminal got his start in the life of crime, how this life 
haunts him night and day , and how· he is finally cap tured and 
brought to justice. Thus, the potential crimina ls are gU.ided 
away from a life of crime by this expose. 
Tenth Place is held by the most p opular cowboy hero in 
America today, Roy Rogers. As on the radio and screen, Roy 
rides about doing good, protect ing the weak, fi ghting b admen, 
and makin R: sure t ha t justice and good always triumph. 
Of these flrst ten comic s , the only one s that the author 
"~.nTOt.Jld s trongly obj e ct to as being harmful are the 11 Crime 11 
comics which are, in many cases, v e r y gruesome , f r i ghtening, 
and bloodthirsty. 
:ii2 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
Summary 
In summary we find that junior high school pupils like 
to read comic books; that they read about fifteen per month; 
that seventh graders read allnost twice as many as the eighth 
graders and about t wo and one half ti100 s as many as the ninth 
graders; that ~eventh grade girls read more than seventh 
grade boys, but that ninth grade girls read half as many as 
'ninth grade boys; that pupils with better marks read fewer 
than pupils with poorer marks, in both subject matter and 
conduct; that pupils whose parents f a ll into the Sales, 
Clerical, Profes s ional, and Managerial occupational categories 
read fe 'Per books t han pupils whose parents are engaged in 
other trades or businesses; tha t very few parents (less 
than ten per cent) supervise their ch ildren's reading ; t hat 
more fathers r ·ead comic books than do mothers; that comic 
book s have very little, if any, value in school work, but 
about half the time do contain some useful information; that 
they are no help in the development of good citi zenship, but 
rather have a :bendency to glamorize crime ; that children 
prefer "Clas s ic, 11 nwalt Disney," "True ," "Crime, 11 and "Cowboy" 
comics in that order. 
TEACHER 'S CHECK LIST 
The teacher's check l ist was t abulated according to 
response only. No qualification by sex, grade, subject, or 
sch ool experience wa s made in any case although many 
teachers volunteered some such information. 
I 
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TABLE XCVI 
Towns and Citi.es Included 
in 
Teacher Check List Survey 
Andover Lowell 
Arlington Malden 
Athol Maynard 
Bellingham Medford 
Belmont Medway 
Boston Melrose 
Brockton Natick 
Chelsea Needham 
Co chituate Newt on 
Concord Nor thboro 
Dedham Norton 
Edgartown Norwoo_d 
Everett Oak Bluffs 
Framingham Pawt u cket, R. I. 
Glouce s ter Pepperell 
Hudson Quincy 
Reading 
Sagamore 
Sa xonville 
Sharon 
Sherborn 
Somerville 
Tisbury 
Wal::oole 
Waltham 
Watertown 
Wayland 
Welle s ley 
Wes ton 
Westwood 
Winth rop 
Woburn 
- ... ' ~ 5 :.~ - ' -: JL_j__ 
PART I: •· PRACTICES 
1. I Have Read Comic Books 
Often Sometimes Never 
74.8% 
The ~nswer to the first question is quite important if 
·we are to answer the rest of the check list intelligently. 
It would seem likely that all school teachers would have 
read at least some comic books in. order to find out for 
themselves what is portrayed, yet we find that almost one-
fifth of all the teachers questioned stated that they had 
never read a comic book; a high number when comic books 
are so co~~on, are in such general use, and when junior high 
school students read an average .of one every other day. It 
would further seem that all teachers should be required to 
read a few of the general types of comic books in order to 
better know and understand them. Perhaps the comic book 
technique could be developed as a teaching aid. The 
United States Army found this a great help in the various 
army schools. It was used with extraordinary success with 
the so-called illiterate soldier and the non-English speaking 
j soldier. 
I 
I 
l_ 
I 
PART I: PRACT ICES (Cont.) 
2. I Have Read Comic Bo oks in the Pas t Year 
Often 
'Z 7~ 0 . ;o 
Sometime s Never 
. 57.8% 
As might be expected in view of the answer to 
Statement Number One, les s t han half of the teach ers 
questi oned had read a comic book in t h e past year. We 
hardly e xpect teachers to be come comic book addicts, but 
they shou ld know flrst hand what t he children a re read ing . 
Some apolo gi zed for t he ir r eading o f comics by statin,o.: they 
had read them merely to check the vocabular y . A few 
e xplained tha t t hey had not read comic book s and felt tha t 
they c ould not justly fill in the che ck list. Th o se papers 
were n ot recorded in any of t he statistics. 
3. My Pu p ils Are Allowed to Read Comic Books 
During Study Periods 
Often 
1.5% 
Sometimes 
9.1% 
Never 
87.2% 
The overwhelming ma j ority of t h e teachers refuse to 
allow pfipils to read comic books during s tudy periods. Some 
eX})l a ine d t ba t it would defeat the purp o s e of s tudy p eriod s 
to allow the pupil s to read comic books or a ny material 
other than the texts or books pertaining to the text s . The 
few teacher s that do p ermit pu p il s to read comics a t this time 
explained tha t t hey were read only after all a ssigned school 
work was comnleted. 
PART I: PRACTICES (Cont.) 
4. My Pupils Are All owed to Read Comic Book s 
During Homeroom Periods 
Often 
2.2% 
Sometimes 
12.8% 
Never 
81.1% 
Again, t h e overwhel ming majority of the tea ch ers 
refuse to allow comic books to be used during homeroom 
periods. The mos t common expl anat ion being t hat progr ams 
are planned f or h omeroom per i ods and comic book re ading is 
not part of this plan. Some teachers permit comi c book 
auctions during homeroom periods. Th ey find that t his is 
the best source of cla s s fun d income. 
5. 1~ Pupils Are Allowed to Read Comic Books 
During Lunch Periods 
Often 
13.6% 
Sometimes 
27 .2~& 
Never 
52.3% 
Many teachers wrote that t h e lunchroom was not under 
their jurisdiction. Others stated t hat during t h e short 
l unch period pupils scarcely had time to eat with out reading. 
Others in smaller school s with longer lunch periods reported 
that if t he ch i ldren ·wish ed to re ad ana eat at t h e same 
time, such a pr a ctic e was permissible provided they finished 
within the lunch period. 
' -
PART I: PRACTICES (Cont.) 
6. Comic Books Are Provided ~or Slow Learners 
O~ten Sometimes Never 
.75% 6.o% 90.2% 
Less than one p er cent o~ the teachers declared that 
comic books were provided f or slow learners. In one school 
the director of audio visual aids provided certain science 
comics such as those published by General Electric and 
Westinghouse. These have been in some manne r successful. 
7. I Confiscate Comic Books Found in My Room 
O~ten Somet.imes Never 
29.5% 25.o% 
The answer to t h i s question seems as evenly divided as 
possible; about one-fourth of the teach~rs always con~iscate 
and another one-~ourth never. The middle group expl ained 
that i~ t h e comics a ppeared during a period of class work, 
they were removed but if merely found in d e sks orbeing 
carried into school, t h ey were not taken. Discretion seemed 
to be the keyword here. 
PART I: PRACTICES (Cont.) 
8. Comic Books Are Cons idered Part of the 
Supplemental Reading 
Often 
1.5% 
Sometimes 
18. o:}b 
Never 
78 .a;b 
As might be expected, the great majority of the 
teachers do not consider comic books a part of the sup-
plementary reading. A few do, and some replied that only 
t h e slow gr oups are permitted to use them. Several of 
the ]Jiore progr e s s ive schools use 11 Science, 11 "True," "History," 
and "Classic" comics to some extent. 
9. The Great Majority of the Pupils Read Comic Books 
Often 
46.9% 
Sometimes 
28.8% 
Never 
13.6% 
By observation seventy-five per cent of the teachers 
say that the ma jority of the pupils read comic books. After 
looking at the Student Questionnaire it would appear that 
the teachersmade an excellent, if slightly conservative, 
estimate. 
PART I: PRACTICES (Cont.) 
10. "True Comics" Are Used in the School · 
for Some Courses 
Often Sometimes Never 
3.7% 17.4% 72.7% 
11. "History Comics" are used in Some of the Classes 
Often 
3.o% 
Sometimes 
25.8% 
Never 
53.7% 
12. "Classic Comics" Are Used for Some Pupils 
Often 
2.2% 
Sometimes 
19.7% 
Never 
71.2% 
~uestions ten, eleven, and twelve may be grouped 
in the same category. These t hree comic books are sanc-
tioned by most civic and teacher groups . By this we 
mean that these books are not condemned by any group, 
yet we find that les s than three per cent of these books 
were frequently used and more than sixty per cent of the 
teachers never permit their use in any manner . This 
·woul d seem to typify the teacher attitude. 
PART I: PRACTICES (Cont.) 
13. Pupils Use Comic Books for Their Reports 
Often Sometimes Never 
1.5% 21.2% 69.7% 
Many teachers found this hard to answer because they 
could not be sure . The majority of the teachers felt that 
comic books could not b e used in any report s , yet sev eral 
reported that they are sure t hat "Classic Comics" are used 
for some reports sinc e pupil s v erified this a t a later date . 
" Science" and "True Comics" may als o be 1..l_sed on report s . 
14. Comic Books Are Banned by the School Authorities 
Often Sometimes Never 
19.7% 6.0% 50.7% 
The word "authoritie s" confused many teachers. Most 
took it to mean all auth ority from the t eacher on up. In 
no c ase did a school committee or a s1.-1.perintendent make any 
ruling about comic bo oks , but in many schools, principa ls 
and teache rs have laid down regul a tions for the s ch ool or 
t h e clas s. 
PART I: PRACTICES (Cont.) 
15. Comic Books Are Traded by the Pupils 
Often 
46.2% 
·:Sometimes 
37.1% 
Never 
8.3% 
Observation by the teachers of the pupils confirm 
. extensive trading of comic books. The teachers add that 
most of the trading takes place on the playground or in 
the school yard. In a few schools trading takes ple.ce 
during homeroom auctions. 
PART I: PPillCTICES (Cont.) 
16. I Use the "Supermantt Workbooks 
Often SometDnes Never 
95.5% 
17. I Have Used the "Superman" Workbooks 
Of ten Sometimes Never 
97.afo 
18. I Have Heard of the "Superman". Workbooks 
Often Sometimes Never 
.6. a/a 87.~ 
Questions sixteen, seventeen, and e i ghteen may be 
grouped together as they deal with "Superman" and the class-
room. During the h e i ght of the "Superman 11 fad, Superman in-
vaded the classroom and library in the form of 11 Superman 11 
Workbooks and Reading Lists. The workbooks had a picture 
of Superman on the cover and reference was made to Superman 
in the context. Thi s book, while given publicity, was not 
pushed by any extensive sales progr am . The ''Superman 11 Book 
Lists contained the usual type of book recommended by schoolE 
and_liora ries excep t that they were furt her endorsed by 
11 Superman," that magic name from the comics. The era of 
"Supermann is on the wane in sales and in the classroom. 
Less than one ner cent of the teachers admit ever having 
used the "Superman" workbook s and none use them now. 
TEACrillRS' BELIEFS 
The beliefs of the teachers concerning comic books 
differ widely according to age,background, personal ity, 
teach ing experience, f runily life, and oth er f a ctors. Con-
s equently the angwers are not as conclusive as those on 
the Teachers' Check Li st, Part One, or the Student 
·~uest ionnaire• T.hey do, however, g ive us an insight into 
t he f eelings of t he teach ers, the peopl e who come into 
conta ct with t he mass resul t of comic book s and their 
effect on the child. Intuitively most teachers of ex-
p eri enc e can see the results of influences upon the 
ch ild, be it h ome life, mar k s, s ports , or the comic book. 
PART II: BELIEFS 
1. Comic Books Cause Children to Have Nightmares 
Yes Sometimes 
64 .3~~ 
No 
The evidence is not conclusive on this point. Some 
teachers categorically state that comic books are the 
cause of many of the ment a l ills of ch ildren . Others, 
equally strong :i.n t he ir sentiments, hold. that comic books 
ha:ve little effect on the child mentally or emotionally, 
but that the nervousness attributed to the comic books is 
more likely due to some organic malfunction. There may 
be truth on both sides. 
2. Comic Books Are Harmful to the Morals of Children 
Yes Sometimes No 
67.4% 9.8% 
More t eachers feel that comics harm the morals of 
children than do not,while the majority express the op inion 
that sometimes they do but not always. If the parents 
felt the same about this, they mi ght make some attempt to 
sup ervise their children's read ing , yet we find only one in 
ten who make any attempt along this line. Many teachers 
pointed out that here, as always, the individual must be 
considered. What may harm one may have no effect on another. 
This always occurs when human b e ing s are being statisticized 
for the s:re constantl 
PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
3. Comic Books Glorify Crime Rather than Law and Order 
Yes 
29. 2% 
Sometimes 
62.0% 
By a ratio o f five to one the teach ers h old that comic 
bo oks g lorify crime. The childr en agree , but not as strongly 
when t hey stat e that com:l_c books are no help in d e velop ing 
citizenship . 
4. Comic Books Tend To Develop Racial 
Hatred and Prejudice 
Yes So:meti.mes No 
9. &;'& 48.5% 29.5% 
All parties a gree, teachers and critics pro and con, 
t hat comics do n ot develop racial hatred or prejudice, a 
comforting fact about comi c books . At least the co~ic 
book s c annot be blamed f or inciting race riot s . Many 
publi shers make' it a point to counteract racial prejudice 
in their offerings. 
PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
5. Comic Books Are Wholesome Entertainment for Children 
Yes Sometimes No 
.757~ 64.3% .34 .8~~ 
The majority of the teachers conclude that sometimes 
comic books are wholesome entertainment. Many qualified their 
answer by stating that all of these ~1estions should be asked 
of single comic books or classes of comic book s; a worthy but 
too ext en s ive project. Th e students listed two hundred and 
thirty one different books in their favorite five, and they 
by no means covered the field. \V-hen a third of the teachers 
believe that comic books are umYh olesome entertainment for 
children, i t is time for the te a chers to d o something con-
structive about the situation. 
6. Comic Book s Should Be Banned by the Government 
Yes Sometimes No 
10.6% 29.5% 53.7% 
It i s surp rising to note that one-tenth of the teachers 
advocate governmental control of comic books. Althoue;h this 
may frin ge on Communistic theory , the teach ers who advocate 
thi s policy are the older and more conservative t y pe. Some 
felt t h at the s tate should censor strictly t h is and other 
types of reading mat t er. The most effective censorship 
would come fpom an interested parent or group of parents. 
PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
7. Comic Books Stifle the Children's Imaginations 
Yes Sometimes No 
15.9% 26.5% 53.(}}& 
Comic books do not stifle the imagination say the majorit~ 
of the teachers. Some add that they help the child's i ma gina-
tion go wild by portraying sugges t ive, fantastic plots and 
sequences, and we should worry about overstimulating the 
i magination since this might upset the children. The teachers 
feel that the children have enough imagination without adding 
comic book fuel. 
8. Comic Books Waste the Children's Time 
Yes Sometimes No 
34.1% 51.5% 13.6% 
Most teachers agree that at least sometimes comic book 
readtng ts a waste of time. More than one-th ird of the 
teachers hold that reading comics at any time is wasteful. 
Th e great problem is tofind someth ing to take the place of 
comic books. Parents Magazine and the National Council of 
Parents and Teachers have,tried by presenting other types of 
magazines, but tt i .s: too early to evaluate their success. 
nTrue Comic s n and nPolly Pigtails,n both published by Parents 
Magazine are a better version of t he comic book and have 
been successful. 
PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
9. Comic Books Are As Good As the Old Dime Novels 
Yes 
31.0% 
Sometimes 
36.4% 
No 
-
23.4% 
Tea chers hesitated on this question lest it reveal their 
age. The answers given here are inconclusive. Clifton 
Fadiman1 says, when speaking of comic books, "the trash of 
rrry generation was superior to the trash of today." 
10. Comic Books Warp the Children's Minds 
Yes Sometimes 
18.9% 62.8% 16.7% 
The answer here is inconclusive with two-thirds taking 
the m:iddle course. The experts hold that comics have 
little effect on t he minds of normal children. 
7Fadiman, Clifton, Reading I've Liked, Simon and 
Schuster, New York, 1941, p. 903. 
.. . :~Jo 
.PART II: BELIEFS {Cont.) 
11. Comic Books Distort the Realism of Life 
Yes Sometimes No 
40.1% 52.3% 3 7@ • ;o 
Most teachers agree that the comics distort the realism 
of life by plot and by character. Although it is trrethat 
good invariably triumphs over evil, the means and the moral 
reasoning are not always sound . 
The Parent Teacher Aaaociation Action Co~mittee in 
analysing fifty-ei ght comic books found; 
that most of them dealt with the struggle 
for power, especially power over people; 
and b'r v'1ha t methods? Physical force aug-
mented by weapons. Now in real life 
when we differ with someone, we don't 
immediately try to get rid of him. We 
confer with him. Yet, in only six of 
the fifty-eight stories did the heroes 
confer with the enemy. At the end of 
the tale the villain is always destroyed 
and t he consequences of the destruction 
are ignored. In Shakespear 1 s "Julius 
Caesar," on the other hand, the murder 
occurs near the beginning of the play and 
all the rest ~s taken up with the 
consequences. 
8 Panel Discussion: "Action Program in Comics, Radio, 
and Movies," General Session VI, Convention Digest, National 
Council, Parent Teacher Association, St. Louis, Mi s s ouri, 
May, 1949, p . 27. 
~ 1. <l'~ 
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PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
12. Comic Books Are Stupid and Only Morons Read Them 
Yes Sometimes No 
6.8% 2 4 .2% 
No room for doubt here. Comic books are not stupid, nor 
are the pe ople who read and write them. At least one writer 
hold s a Ph. D. degree from a lea d i n g e astern Univer s ity . 
Wiany comic publi shinp; compan ies employ extens ive re s e a rch 
staffs, particula rly t h ose comp anies dealing in science, 
history, and period comics. 
13. Comic Books Help the Children Escap e 
from t h e Unpleasantness of Life 
Yes Some times No 
53.7% 23 .4% 
The answer to thi s question is indecisive. One teacher 
r emark e d that it he lped to escape to s ometh ing worse. At 
the junior high school adolescent a ge , the children have 
many nrobl ems, real and imag inary. Perhap s t h e comic books 
heln solve s ome o f them by allowing t hem to see how their 
hero e s work out their problems. Several popular comics deal 
e x c l u s ively with h i gh sch ool ch ild r en and their antics. 
' "2 ::iL«i.· · 
PART II: B.ELIEFS (Cont.) 
14. Comic Books Fill a Need in Children ' s Lives 
Yes Sometime s No 
17.4% 47 .7% 
Althou~h comi c books fill no need in the chil d ren's life, 
they must satisfy some desire in a dults as well as c h ild ren . 
It is sur prising that almost one-fifth of the teach ers 
e xpress ed the thought that c omics fil l any need in any 
child ' s life since they se ~m to feel t ha t they have little 
· or no valu e . 
1 5 . Comic Book s Are Helpful in the Phantasy 
Period o:f.. Children's Deve lonment 
Yes 
15.1% 
Sometimes No 
39.4% 
By a s core o f almost three to one the tea ch ers feel that 
the comj_c s a re not helpful in the phantasy period of ch ild 
development. Dr. Bender9 states tha t "Children's fantasies 
are a constructive a pproach to re a lity, not an escape; 
fant a sy is a norma l part of development of a child's 
p ersona lity. 11 
9Bender , Lauretta, "The Psycholo gy of Children's Reading 
and t h e Comic s ," The Journal of Educ a t i onal Sociology , 
December, 1944 , VolQme 18, pp . 223- 231 . 
PART II : BbLIEi'S ( Cont . ) 
16. Comic Books Hav e a Harmi \ .J_ l Effe ct o n c ;lil d_r en 1 s L earning 
Ye s Som e time s 
21 . 9~~ 
No 
2 ~ 4 o1 0 . ;o 
The t e ach e rs ar o almo s t evenl y divi d ed on t h i s stat e -
ment o f whethe r c omics h elp or ha r m the c h il dren 1 s learning . 
Ot hE- r s tud i e s sho"i..v t na t "C omics h a v e li t tle e f fe ct on a 
c h ild 1 2 l earning . 11 10 
17 . Comic Bo ok s hlake Chi l dr e n Nervous 
Ye s Somet ime s No 
14 . 4% 28 .1% 
The score show s t ha t half o f the t ea c he r s t ook t he 
mi ddl e c ourse in t l-ds answer vJh il e almost one- t :i:lird of t h e 
tea chers he l d t ha t comic books d o no t make c h ild ren n e r-
v ous . Mos t d octo rs f ee l t hs t c omic book s of tht:-mse l v e s vvill 
not ma ' G a normal c h il d nei'vous b u t n a y heighten t he t 6n 3 ion 
of a n al r Ga dy nervous ch ild . I t is no t t h e comic book s 
o ut sor.1e emotional i ns tability tha t t h u s a f:L' o cts t h e c ~1il d . 
10Lane, Mary Kathe r i ne , "Edu c a tiona l Value of Comic Book s 
at t he b lemont a r y L e vel, 11 Unpubli she d l'l& s t or 1 s 'l'he s i s, Bo s t on 
Unive r s i t y , 19 48 . 
PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
18. Comic Books Are the Folklore of the Modern Age 
Yes Sometimes No 
15 .g% 20.4% 53.o;b 
Comics are not the folklore of the present age, so 
say the teachers, and many hasten to add t hat they hope 
they are ·not, else our folklore has slipp ed to a new low. 
The comic book publishers would have us believe that such 
is not the case. Ruth Strang11 seems to believe that the~e 
is a touch of folklore in the comics. 
19. Children \Vho · Read Comic Books 
Seldom Read Anything Else 
Yes 
f 30.3Jo 
Sometimes 
"76 4d 0 • 7o 
No 
28.8% 
Once again the teachers are almost equally divided in 
their an swers. Each side has also off ered personal proof. 
Book sellers claim that comic book buyers seldom buy other 
books • 
. 
1
'1strang, Ruth, "Why Children Read the Comics, n Element a 
School Journal, February, 1943, Voltune 43, pp. 336-342. 
L__ 
PAHT II: B L i bB'S (C ont .) 
20 . Heauing Coraic Eooks uuts i d e of S c h ool Hou rs 
Harms tl1C c :..-~i ldrcn 1 s ProgrE-SS in Sclwol 
Yes S ometimes 
4 1 . 6j~ 
By a ma j ority of al~os t four to one the teachers hold 
that the reading of comi cs does not harm t:he cJ:1il ciren 1 s 
reading prog r es s in s c :1ool . This bears out tl1e othe r sur-
veys . Sol!lu teacLers .:otate that i t developed lazy rE-ading 
11alits . One tea che r vvrote t :C1a t dur- ing an illLt.,.ss , one; boy 
from t~10 lower g:r'c-:,cles , wJ.1om slle knew , !Sre&. tly i i1pr-oved h is 
I'l acl l nt:; l E:Jve l y rouding comic b oot:s brought t o him b y l1is 
frit::nds to su ch a degree thut he vve.s allE> ad o f ~lis class 
when he l"eturr eel to s cfiool . 
2 1 . Comic l::ooks Are Holpful for t he 3lo 1 Gl~oups 
Yss s Olile t iLh.. s 
13 . 6~~ I 4? . 6% 
The teache r s assert t ha t com i cs a re hel pful to no 
g r oup vvhE::t.Lle r it be a J..·~st or sl ow g r oup . 'l'he ar111Y , /ni ch 
is always vd ll ing to 0xperimcnt \lith n ew met ~wcl s of any sor t , 
found amor.Lg otlJ.t;r things that spe cial typo c on!ic ooks vs r e 
helpful i'fith illiterates and r: on- E.nglish speaking sold i e rs . 
' 
The a:en;y school3 proved msny ncrv c.:.nd advanced lllc thods uri 1g 
t~e past 'iil ar in the ir s chools . 
PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
22. After Reading 11 Classic Comics" the Children 
Want to Read the Original Text 
Yes Sometimes 
40.8% 
No 
40.8% 
Despite claims to t he contrary it ~~s been proved 
many times that children do not seek out the orig inal text 
aft e r reading abbreviated picture stories of famous novels 
as portrayed by nclassic Comics. 11 The teachers agree by 
the ratio of eight to one . nclassic Comics," incidenta.JJ;y, 
rate much higher with t he boys than with the g irls. 
23. More Children from Poorer Homes Read Comic 
Books than Children from Wealthy Homes 
Yes Sometimes No 
22.7'/o 21.2% 43.9% 
This question drevr much comment from the teachers. The 
chief criticism being that there is a wide d i st inction be-
tween wealth and culture, that wealth should not even be 
cons idered an attribute of culture. This, despite the fact 
that to many Americans wealth i s the only criterkn. worth 
considering. In k eeping with the i deals of the tea chers, the 
hold t h a t the above statement is not true. The Student 
Questionna ire showed that pupil s whose parents hold clerical, 
sales, profes s i onal, and managerial p o s itions read less comic 
books than children whose parents hold .other occupa tions. 
=====#======-=-===·-=-=-=c=-=-========·--=-===-=·-=-===-=-=-=======ll==== 
PART II: BELIEFS (Cont.) 
24. Comic Books Contribute to Juvenile Delinquency 
Yes 
21.9% 
Sometimes 
58 .3% 
No 
1 2 .8% 
Almost two-thirds of the teachers are undecided about 
this question of the contributing factor of comic books to 
juvenil e delinquency. Many warned that the terms 'cause" 
and "contributing f actor" should not be confused. Many 
things contribute to this condit ion: home _ background, 
money , and r eligi on are u su ally considered import ant 
factors but comic books are a negligtble factor. 
iiili_ 
SUW,ffiRY OF TEACHERS' ANS~ TO CHECK LIST 
In summarizing the teachers reaction to the check list 
several complaints were noted and shall be explained here; 
the most common complaint being t hat almost all of these 
questions should be ask ed of each particular comic book or 
at lea st of all gene r al type s of comic books. Such an effort, 
worthy as it may be, could hardly be undertaken by one person. 
If such a paper were sent out it would require many pages, 
so many that a great percentage of the teachers would not 
bother to fill it out. 
The second general complaint was that what mi ght be 
true for one clas s might not be true for another, and that 
human beings cannot be clas s ified because they are human. 
It does seem that many classification studies have been 
made of humans and are considered reliable. 
Thirdly, the great determining factors, parents, home 
background, environment, and the personality and mentality 
of the pupil are not adequately covered. To develop such 
a thesis would require a staff, several years, and a com-
plete case history of each child. 
/ 
CHECK LIST: PART I, PRACTICES 
From an exrunination of Part I, · Practices, we find that 
about one-fifth of the teachers have never read a comic book; 
that the great majority of the teachers do not allow comic 
books to be used at any time for any reason, and that even 
the use of the so-called better comic books is discouraged; 
t hat in less than one per cent of the schools are any type 
of comdc books provided for any group~ and that in this 
case 11 Science 11 comics published by the leading electrical 
companies were the books used; that the era of "Sup erman" is 
on the wane. 
CHECK LIST: . PART II, BELIEFS 
We find little common ground in the bel iefs of teachers 
about c omic books in general. The majority of the teachers 
believe that comic books glorify crDne, waste t he chil dren's 
time, harm their morals , are unwholesome, distort the realism 
I 
of life, fill no ne ed of the ch ild, do not help in the phan~. 
period, do make children nervous , are not the modern folklore, 
do not aid s low gr ou ps , do not instill a desire to read the 
original text, that wealth is no f actor in the number of 
I 
11 books read, nor 
L linquency, 
do comic books contribute to juvenile 
CHAP1'ER IV 
LI MI TATIONS 
The limita tions are many and va r ied , the g r eatest b e ing 
tlw.t wB arEO o.ealing wi th human indiv i dl:: als, t h 0 most variable 
unit pos s ibl e , e v en nw re var :~. a b l o than t he we a t!.1er . ·-v e are 
deal ing with children i n t hBir mos t difficul t per i od , that 
o:C adolesc en c e , of physic a l an d cn10tional change . 1'he 
questiom1ccire was filled out in sc hool tm.der supe rvi s ion a.'ld 
the chi l dren kriew tha t the tea ch ers mi gh t l ook at the answer s 
E,nd eval1.;;.ate t h e1n according to the tee cher ' s f eeline;;s on tJ:~e 
subject . SomE; ch ildren wo-uld answ<:; r to p l 6a s c t :1e teacher 
vvhile otllc;r s to antagonize the teacher . The t11a r ks mi ght not 
bt; a ccul"bte , a.s s.one mi s ht give t hemso l vos betl:;er or p ool~er 
marks . IlJ. s owe c ases , t he t ea cher s corre c t e d this d iscre -
pancy . The proportion or corre c t i ons was s ma l l . Also , it 
i'.rould be be t t e r i f al l Massa ch usetts pu p il s in the sev onth , 
eight h , a.nd :nin th g rades v·Je re g iven t he quest ionnairE- . 
As r ega r ds t he tea c h ers ' che ck l ist , it woul d be bet ter 
if al l teachers i n .fassachuse tt s fi lle d out the che c k list 
stating a t the sa.1e t i :me t he ir age , fam i ly s tatu.s , pro f e s-
siona l train ing , t ea chj_ng 6Xp erience , &nd exp erience outside 
the f iel d of teaching . This woul d a l low 6Valubtion or the 
teac:ners 1 stat el!1en t s in a cl Eiarer l i ght . A t 6 a chsr wh o had 
grm~m up u.ur ing a period of u nrcs t, \7ho c ar.1e f':com e. large 
family in a metropolitan area, who had several years of 
personal experience in the war, who traveled throughout 
many parts of the Un ited States and the world would cer-
tainly view comics much diff erently than a teacher of 
narrow, confining experience. It would also be beneficial 
if the teachers were ask ed to rate fifty or more comic 
books on a standard score card. 
Such a project could be undertaken only by the State 
Department of Education or by a University, not by an 
individual. 
Other candidates for a Master's degree might take one 
phase of the questio~for while much criticism has been 
leveled at comic books, few facts have been established to 
back up the statements. 
I 
I 
CHAPTER V 
SUi' · V1AHY Al~D CONCLUS IONS 
I n f3Ui.11118. I'Y we find tha t child ren l ike and 1iJill road 
comic tooks but t ha t they 1ead c onsiderab ly less of them 
as they ~dvan c e i nto high s c hool; that the parents e~er ci se 
ahnost no supervision over t he ch il L~ren 1 s re adi ng and. si10w 
l itt l e interest in it ; that c oMi c books are , in the present 
for-!11 , of neg l igibl E":. v r, lue fo1~ s c J.1ool aid c u t sm10ti:::nc s :wve 
so1nG use:L'u l i Lt'OJ:Yr1G.t io;_l. ; th&. t t l.i.cy tenc~ to g l am or ize crime 
and are no aid in d evelop ing c i t iz enship . 
The chil dTen with b e tt e r nia Pk s read fewer comic books 
tha1-1 chose with poorer i:rwrks ; animated anima l comi c s are 
the favorite; home ba ckgr'm.-cnd is t he, 1i10S t i mpox·tant factor 
of a l l . JtJ:1er· l eading fa ctors a r e the indi vi du a l , hi s 
per·sonality , and l1i s intelligsn ce . 
Wr=; furthe r f i nd t hat t :t.. e majo:;:'ity of teac:i:1 ers rei'use to 
pe::rmit c omic books to be used in any manner for any c l ass . 
~;hey ho l d ti12. t c omic books pr•E.ssnt unrE~al p i ctu rE>s of life ; 
ha:r•1a thE:. morals of c~:li l dren , a r e unrvholes Olile , and contrit.ute 
to juveni l e delinqctcncy . On the othe r hand , they hav e l i t t le 
e ffect on t~e chi l d _ en ' s pr og r es s in school . 
SU GG:;;~iT IOh.S TO T~1~ ?UELI S:t-LnS 
The auth or s u sges t t ha t the publ ishe rs p r esent l es s 
violence , hatred , t:md s ·.~ruggl e f or powe r vliithout r et;ard 
for pe op l e and c onseq~,ence , but mo:r•e simple, lovable , happy 
ch8. ract e r·s i n norrnal s e tting s; and since they nre suppossd 
t o be 11 comics ,t1 try to pro vi de some laus ha'o l e situations 
r a ther t h an those that t e ar at the em otions of i.'02r and tend 
to mak e t he chi l dren tense rather than re l axed . 
SUL+G ZS TIOHS 'l.'CJ 'l'Illi PARl:J; TS 
Pa rE:nts shoul d assume their n Ht u ra l and l c;gal resp onsi -
tili ty for their cL.ildren; t hey shoul d train their chi l dren 
according t o the moral p ·incip l es an d they should not pass 
on to t ~w school ancl tll. e sta t e t he i r 
tra:tn i ng E<.nd gu i d ing thoir cl.1i l dren . Th6 r e sul ts show thn t 
wherea s p a :c·onts publicly ob j e ct to the typ8 o i' books the ir 
chi l dren read , }JT' i v a te l y and i ncii vi :a.J.G.lly t hey do 1ot t ake 
the tim6 o r inte~e s t to e v en half- heart edly supervise the 
re adin g oJ.· :choir progeny . Th e great prO)_J ort.Lon of l ;lame 
or praise , if such the c a s e n1ay be , lies not vvith t he. s choo l 
or public offi cials or the chil dren bu t wi t h t he. p arents 
and t h e home . 
SUGGEST IONS TO T}ill TEACHERS 
It is sug ges t ed that t eachers k e ep abreast of the 
books that children are reading including comic books; 
that some pha se of t h e comic book t e c hnique might be de-
vised t ha t could be used in teaching. Further, if the 
teachers really feel that comic books are as great a 
menace as is stated . in this survey, then the time has 
come for t he tea che r s to stop talking and plan a sound, 
constructive program that wil l rep l a ce the comic books. 
SUGGEsrriONS FOR FURT HER STUDY 
'rhe comic book problem is by no means solved and is 
at t he present time reaching into new and brighter fields. 
Heroes from the comics are now brought into the home by 
t e levision. Undoubtedly, more control will be exerted 
with t h is phase of comic distri bution; yet, it i s VJOrthy 
of close s crutiny . It would be wo rth while to ascertain 
why comics h a ve as gre at, if not more , appeal to the 
adults than to the children. So far most studies have 
been made at the lowe r levels . A c ase history study of avid 
comic book re aders woul d be helpful. 
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APPENDIX 
l 
COMIC BOOK QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS 
Nam"'----------------·Age ___ Boy ______ Girl ____ _ 
City 
Schoo~----------------------------Town ___________________________ __ 
Grade Mark on last report card in }History ______ English ________ __ 
~ Father's Occupation ~Geography_. ___ conduct ________ _ 
Directions: Circle the answer in the left column which is most 
nearly correct. (Y)-yes (S)-sometimes (N)-no 
Y S N 1 I like to read comic books. 
Y S N 2 I read them regularly. 
Y S N 3 My parents forbid me to read comic books. 
Y S N 4 My parents tell me to read them if I want to. 
Y S N 5 My parents buy comic books for me. 
Y S N 6 My father likes to read comic books. 
Y S N 7 My mother likes to read comic books. 
Y S N 8 I buy most of the comic books that I read. 
Y S N 9. I exchange comic books with my friends. 
Y S N lC Comic books are ml"'.lre exciting than the movies. 
Y S N 11 I would rather read comic books than play. 
Y S N 12 Comic books help me with my school work. 
Y S N 13 Comic books are good for small children but are too young fl"'.lr 
me. 
Y S N 14 I look at the pictures in comic books but do not read the 
words. 
Y S N 15 I like comic books because they are easy to read. 
Y S N 16 I find useful information in comic books. 
Y S N 17 Comic books teach me to be a good citizen. 
, Y S N 18 Comic books glamorize crime. 
The number of comic books that I read each month is • 
The five comic books 
that I like best are: 
----(1 ______________________________ __ 
( (2 ______________________________ _ 
(3 
( -------------------------------~4----------------------~------~ 5 __________________ _ 
2-~ 
:i:S3 
COMIC BOOK CHECK LIST FOR TEACHERS 
Nrume __________________________________ .school __________________________ _ 
Grade Subjects taught 
---------- ------------------------------------------
Town or City State 
------------------------------------ -------------------
Part One: Practices 
Directions: Circle the response which most nearly corresponds 
to your practice. 
(o)~often (S)-sometimes (N)-never 
0 S N 1 I have read comic books. 
0 S N 2 I have read comic books in the past year. 
0 S N 3 My pup~ls are allowed to read comic books during study periods. 
0 S N 4 My pupils are allowed to read comic books during homeroom 
periods. 
0 S N 5 My pupils are allowed to read comic books during lunch periods. 
-
o. S N 6 Comic books are provided for slow learners. 
0 S N 7 I confiscate comic books found in my room. 
0 S N 8 Comic books are considered part of supplemental reading. 
0 S N 9 The great majority of the pupils read comic books. 
0 S N 10 True Comics are used in the school for some courses. 
0 s N 11 Historz Comics are used in some of the classes. 
0 S N 12 Classic Comics are used for some pupils, 
0 S N 13 Pupils use comic books for their reports. 
0 S N 14 comic books are banned by the school authorities. 
0 S N 15 Comic books are traded by the pupils. 
_o __ s_N ___ l __ 6 I use the Superman Workbooks. 
0 S N 17 I have used the Superman Workbooks. 
0 S N 18 I have heard of the Superman Workbooks. 
I 
Part Two: Beliefs 
Directions: Circle the response which most nearly corresponds 
to your belief. 
(Y)-yes (s)-sometimes (N)-no 
Y s N 1 comic books cause children to have nightmares. 
~ ~ Y s N 2 comic books are harmful to the morals of children. 
Y S N 3 Comic books glorify crime rather than law and order. 
Y S N 4 Comic books tend to develop racial hatred and prejudice. 
Y s N 5 Comic books are wholesome entertainment for children. 
Y S N 6 Comic books should be banned by the government. 
Y S N 7 Comic books stifle the children's imagination. 
Y S N 8 Comic books waste the children's time. 
Y S N 9 Comic books are as good as the old dime novels. 
Y S N 10 Comic books warp the children's minds. 
Y S N ll .Comic books distort the realism of life, 
Y S N 12 Comic books are stupid and only morons read them. 
Y S N 13 Comic books help the children escape from the unpleasantness 
of life. 
Y s N 14 Comic books fill a need in children's life. 
Y S N 15 comic books are helpful in the phantasy period of children's 
development. 
Y S N 16 Comic books have a harmful effect on children's learning. 
Y S N 17 Comic books make children nervous. 
Y S N 18 Comic books are the folklore of the modern age. 
Y s N 19 Children who read comic books seldom read anything else. 
Y S N 20 Reading comic books outside of school harms the childrents 
progress in school. 
·~ Y S N 21 Comic books are helpful for the slow groups. 
Y s N 22 After reading Classic comics the children want to read the 
original text. 
Y S N 23 More children from poorer homes read comic books than children 
from wealthy homes. 
Y S N 24 Comic books contribute to juvenile delinquency. 
